
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 8th March 2020 
10.00 Holy Communion 
Readings: Romans 4:1-5, 13-17, John 3:1-17 
 
 

Be born again! 

We are surrounded by bad news. It seems very likely Corona Virus won’t be 
containable in the UK, the rain and flooding seem relentless and news from 
further afield is grim: the massive refugee exodus from Idlib is just one awful 
example.  
 

Faced with this, there are some 
who blame God, others question 
the existence of God, and some 
ask why God allows it to happen 
instead of doing more? Well, 
today’s gospel gives us part of 
God’s answer. God says through 
his Word, he “did not send the 
Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might 
be saved through him”. God is speaking to a fallen world that needs saving, 
and the bad news around us reflects the need to be saved. That is not just 
about a fallen humanity but the whole of creation.   
 

However, God has a plan which is being fulfilled in and through Jesus Christ. 
A plan not just to repair what is broken, but to have a whole new beginning, 
through belief in Jesus Christ and being born of the Spirit: born anew from 
above. That’s encouraging. Next time we are faced with some result of a 
fallen world, let’s remember, God hasn’t condemned the world. He has come 
into the world through Christ and is saving the world through him and his 
Holy Spirit.                                 Martin 
 

 

Prayers for our community 
For the people of Rumbolds Lane, Lewes Road 
For continued prayer: Mary, Lynn, Sahana, Bunty, 
Andrew 
RIP: Mark Brightey 
In memoriam: Henry Curd, Fred Goddard,  
Gwyn Edwards, Doreen Mason, Ian Davis, Mary Hatfield, 
Wilfred Turner, Colin Griffiths  

‘Hate evil, and love good, and establish justice in the gate 
… let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like 
an ever-flowing stream.’ AMOS 5:15,24 
  

SUNDAY: INTERNATIONAL WOMENS DAY - ‘An equal world is an 
enabled world’ 
Creator God, You made human beings in Your own image and 
crowned them with glory and honour. We long for both men and 
women to experience greater respect and dignity so that 
individuals, communities and nations may flourish. Amen. 
 

MONDAY: COMMONWEALTH DAY 
Almighty God, please grant success to The Commonwealth Blue 
Charter commitment by all 53 member countries – 46 having 
marine coastlines – to co-operate actively ‘to solve ocean-related 
problems and meet commitments for sustainable ocean 
development’. Amen. 
 

Lord, we intercede for peace and justice across the world to 
replace the discrimination and oppression different groups show 
each other. Please raise up more people of integrity and courage 
to speak of the responsibilities You teach us to love one another. 
Amen. 
Prayers taken from care.org.uk 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Martin’s Licensing 
Tuesday 17th March at 7.30pm 

Martin will be licensed as incumbent of the Ascension 
Church, during this service. This is a time of celebration for 
all of us: we will once again have a ‘full’ vicar for our parish. 

After the service we will have wine and refreshments. 
If you would like to contribute to the refreshments, please 

bring any finger foods, both savoury and sweet. 
 
 

    Sunday  

 22nd March                          

         10am 
will be a service of Holy Communion for Mothering Sunday 
and for three of our young people to take their first 
communion. 

Evane, Katie and Lucy have been following a course in 
preparation to take communion. On Sunday 22nd they will 
take their first communion, during the service. This is a 
special time for these girls. Please pray for them as they 
prepare for this day. 

Lent Course 

Session 2 will be on Thursday, this week, starting at 
7.30pm. If you didn’t come to the first session, it doesn’t 
matter – you only missed some beautiful songs from Les 

Misérables!  Come to this one: everyone is welcome. 

CHURCH DIARY 

SUNDAY 
 

10.00 Holy Communion 
With Young Disciples 

 
MONDAY 

 

12.30 Ascension Lunch 
 

TUESDAY 
 

NEW! 11.00 Little Fishers 
A singing group for children 

and adults. 
 

14.00 Tuesday Club 
 

20.00 Horizon 
 

WEDNESDAY 
 

10.30 Said Communion 
 

13.30 Tiddlers 
 

19.30 PCC Meeting 
Preceded by prayer at 19.00 

 

THURSDAY 
 

10.15 Up & Amble 
 

19.30 Lent Course 
Everyone welcome 

 

SUNDAY 15th MARCH  
 

10.00 Family Communion 
For everyone! 

PCC Meeting 

The PCC will be meeting 
on Wednesday.  

Please pray for this 
meeting, as the members 
make decisions on behalf 

of our church.   

CONTACT US 
www.ascensionchurch.co.uk   email: 
enquiries@ascensionchurch.co.uk 
Priest-in-Charge: Martin Jones 
revdmartin@ascensionchurch.co.uk  
01444 415229 
Church Wardens:     
Jill Costello 07736285995    
Jane Plumb 07986745387 

 


