
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 8th December 2019 
10.00 Holy Communion 
Readings: Romans 15: 4-13, Matthew 3: 1-12 

 
John the Baptist 

 
The section heading added into the 
Bible for today’s gospel reading is the 
“The Proclamation of John the Baptist” 
The reading goes on to record the 
Baptist’s proclamation and the essence 
of his message: “Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven has come near.” 

It might seem like Christmas is here 
already, but we are in Advent; a time 
of preparation, which very much 
includes a time for reflection and 
repentance. 

Repentance is easily thought of in 
terms of saying sorry. But it is actually something far deeper, and 
more profound. It is about a change of the mind which leads to a 
change in what we do. A recalibration which changes our character 
and outlook and purpose. A change which means we live differently 
as a result. - Producing good fruit in keeping with our repentance.  

Engage with Advent, listen to the Advent message and respond, and 
it will prepare us, changing us to be able to better receive the gift of 
Christmas, Jesus Christ, who is Immanuel, God with us.  

Martin   

Prayers for our community 
For the people of Rocky Lane, Sunnywood Court 
For continued prayer: Simon, Mark, Gill, Jan, Mary, 
Sahana. 
In memoriam: James Thorley, Freda Wyatt, 
Eric Coward. 

O people, the Lord has told you what is good, and this is 
what he requires of you: to do what is right, to love mercy, 
and to walk humbly with your God.                 Micah 6: 8 

Almighty God, please help us to conduct ourselves with integrity, 
humble obedience to your word and merciful attitudes towards 
others. Give us boldness where possible to challenge any unjust 
situations that we encounter. Amen. 
Monday – Anti-corruption Day. Source of all truth and goodness, 
we intercede for all who are fighting against the worldwide blight 
of corruption in politics; business and finance; government and 
agencies such as police, health and education; sport; relief and 
development; and many more areas. Expose evil we pray. Amen. 
Tuesday – International Human Rights Day. God of justice may 
today’s anniversary of the International Bill of Rights alert many to 
the millions of individuals who are living under oppressive 
regimes. We continue to pray for all people to have freedom of 
speech and worship, and freedom from want and fear. Amen 
 
God of truth, please help people working in the demanding and 
complex world of politics to maintain their integrity in situations 
where it is necessary to make compromises to achieve important 
ends. Give them courage and wisdom to withdraw when this is 
not right. 

Prayers taken from care.org.uk 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Christmas Carol 
The first session of the Advent study, based around this film, was 

great fun. Everyone is welcome to the next two, Wednesday 11th & 
18th, at 7.30pm. 

 

CHURCH DIARY 

Sunday 8th  
10.00 Holy Communion, 

with Young Disciples. 
 

Monday 9th  
12.30 Ascension Lunch 

 

Tuesday 10th  
14.00 Tuesday Club 
20.00 Horizon Carol 

Service 
 

Wednesday 11th  
10.30 Said Communion 

13.30 Tiddlers 
19.30 Advent Study – in 

the church. 
 

Thursday 12th  
10.15 Up and Amble  
19.30 Contemplative 

Prayer (At Sally’s) 
 

Saturday 14th 
9.00 Community Coffee 

  

Sunday 15th  
 

10.00 Family Communion 
 

18.00 Community Carols 
Carols followed by 

mulled wine and mince 
pies. 

 

All Week 
Please deliver the 

Christmas Cards. - Collect 
them from the lobby. 

Thanks 

 

Don’t forget your  

TOYS, GIFTS & 
TINS 
for the 

Christmas Collection  
See the special FSW flier for 

details. 
Please bring your gifts by 
15th December to support 

this worthy cause. 

Christmas Crackers! 

What goes,” Oh, Oh, Oh”? 
Santa walking backwards. 

 
What do frogs wear on their 

feet? 
Open toad sandals. 

CONTACT US 
www.ascensionchurch.co.uk   email: 
enquiries@ascensionchurch.co.uk 
Priest-in-Charge: Martin Jones 
revdmartin@ascensionchurch.co.uk  
01444 415229 
Church Wardens:     
Jill Costello 07736285995    
Jane Plumb 07986745387 

Community Carols 

Sunday 15th December @ 6pm. 

Followed by mulled wine & mince pies. 

Many thanks to Marilyn and David for a lovely afternoon of carols and 

mince pies, last Sunday.   Thank You!  

Reminder: the hamper will be drawn on 15th Dec, 
after the Carol Service – sell/buy your tickets now! 


