
    

Sunday 12th May 2019 
10.00: Morning Worship: Holy Communion 
Reading: Acts 9: 36-end, John 10: 22-30 
 

  John 20.27 - My sheep hear my voice 
 Think about shepherds and sheep, and if you are anything like me, the 
picture that comes to mind is of ‘one man and his dog’. The shepherd’s 
whistling commands the dogs, who then drive the sheep. It is about the 
dogs at the back, nipping the 
heels and driving the flock.  
 If we were in the Middle East, 
especially in Jesus’ day, then the 
picture would be very different.  
 The shepherds then were at the 
front. The sheep knew their 
shepherd’s voice, the shepherd 
spoke to his sheep and the sheep 
followed - by choice. The 
shepherd knew his sheep so well that if one in a hundred got lost, the 
shepherd would miss it and go back to rescue the lost sheep. It wasn’t 
about the sheep being driven. It was about sheep being cared for, 
spoken to, and choosing to follow. As Jesus said: “My sheep hear my 
voice, I know them and they follow me.” 
 Jesus is The Good Shepherd, we are all invited to follow him, to be part 
of his flock. It starts with getting to know his voice. How can we do that? 
By listening: Listen in our prayers as we pray, listen to His Word as we 
read the Bible; listen for His Holy Spirit as he nudges us.  
 Just as we get to recognise any voice which we listen to, we can learn to 
recognise the voice of The Good Shepherd. And then we can follow.       
Martin 
 

Colossians 3: 12-14 
‘Clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and 
patience. Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you 
has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave. And 
over all these virtues put on love.’ 

 
May 13-19 UK Marriage Week 
Loving Father, thank you for your design of marriage and family life, 
bringing individuals together in love, for the raising of children and to bless 
others. Above all we are grateful that you have accepted and adopted us 
into your family, through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Lord, we pray that this marriage week, celebrating the commitment between 
husbands and wives, will be a source of encouragement, inspiration and 
invigoration for many couples. Please grant success to the many local and 
national events that will be taking place. Amen. 
 

Heavenly Father, we pray for families of all shapes and sizes in our society. 
May your love bring commitment, harmony and a sense of belonging to 
children and adults. Please protect those who are in families where there is 
disunity, discord and danger. Amen. 
 

Father, please bless families that foster and have adopted children. Give 
parents and siblings wisdom, patience and a great capacity to love, especially 
where previous bad experiences may cause difficulties as children settle in 
their new home. Amen. 

These prayers are taken from Care: www.care.org.uk 
 

Prayers for our community 
For the people of Coppice Way, Charlesworth Park 
For all young people taking exams  in the next few weeks 
For continued prayer: Bunty, Simon, Mark, Gill, Jan, Mary, 
Sahana, Sue Cripps and family, David Hitchings and family. 
In memoriam: Lilian Green, Stuart Sparksman 
RIP: Hazel Berry (Sue’s Mum), John Hitchings 
 
 



 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

Talking Jesus 
 

“This inspiring course will help Christians 
to be witnesses to Jesus Christ 
wherever God has placed them.” 

Dr John Sentamu, Archbishop of York. 
The Home Groups are following this challenging 

course, hoping that it will inspire us to speak 
confidently about Jesus and our faith. We do not lack enthusiasm for 
talking about God, but often we lack the confidence to share the 
stories of our faith with those around us. This course is one way we 
might grow in the confidence needed to witness to the love of God at 
work in our lives. 
If you are not yet a member of a Home Group, come and try this 
course. Speak to Martin, Jill, Cathie or Pam. 
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Sunday  
12th May 

10.00 Morning 
Worship 

Holy Communion with Young Disciples 

Monday  
13th May 

12.30 Ascension 
Lunch 

Enjoy a ploughman’s lunch, with good 
company, in the Ashenground. 

Tuesday  
14th May 

14.00 Tuesday 
Club 

A chance to play board games, with tea 
and cake, in the Ashenground Centre. 

 14.00 Home 
Group 

‘Talking Jesus course’: meeting at 
Pam’s house. Speak to Cathie. 

 20.00 Horizon Come and enter a Colouring 
Competition! Meet in the Ashenground 

Wednesday  
15th May 

10.30 Said 
Communion 

A quiet, reflective service of Holy 
Communion. 

 13.30 Tiddlers A Mother and toddler group, meeting 
in the Ashenground Centre. 

 19.30 Home 
Group 

‘Talking Jesus’ Course. Meet at Sally’s 
house. Speak to Pam. 

Thursday  
16th May 

20.00 Prison 
Prayer 

A time to pray for the prisoners at 
Lewes prison and their families.  

 20.00 Home 
Group 

‘Talking Jesus’ course: meeting at 
Jane’s house. Speak to Jill. 

Sunday  
19th May 

10.00 Morning 
Worship 

Family Communion, for all the family to 
worship together. 

  

Every month, on the first Wednesday, Cathie and her helpers, hold a 
service at Adelaide House, a residential care home. The residents, who 
come to the service are always so glad to see us and take part in the 
service. Afterwards we spend time chatting to everyone and getting to 
know them. One lady spends her time making woollen pom poms. Her 
eye sight is fading so she likes to use brightly coloured wool that she is 
more able to see. But - she has run out of wool! Can anyone help? 
If you have some odd balls of wool, please give them to Cathie or Pam. 

We are in the process of 
organising events for  
‘Thy Kingdom Come’. 

The afternoon tea will be on 
Tuesday 4th June. This year 
it’s at Sheffield Park and is 

open to both ladies and 
gents! 

If you would like to attend, 
please sign the list, so that 

we can reserve tables. 
 

 


