
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 12th July 2020 
8.30 Communion – (Socially distanced service in church) 
10.00 Virtual Church with Kids Breakout 
Readings: Romans 8: 1-11, Matthew 13: 1-9, 18-23 
 

The parable of the four soils 
 

It can seem strange that so much Jesus taught was delivered in parables. I would 
like everything simplified and clear and yet Jesus uses parables which can seem 
opaque. Jesus isn’t making it easy for us.  

Perhaps part of the reason He uses 
parables is because He is intending to do 
more than dispense easily understood 
snippets to a casual audience? Sometimes 
to understand a parable, and more 
importantly to apply it to how we live, we 
have to work at it. He wants what He says 
to take root in our lives. 

Our gospel reading today is the parable of 
the four soils; perhaps clearer than most, but we still need to engage with it to 
apply it. For those who are genuinely seeking God it is a challenge. For others it 
might just be a story illustrating that only 25% of seeds that are sown bear 
fruit. The challenge is of course about what kind of soil represents our lives?  

The good soil represents living lives that seek after God, finding out by 
experience that the seed He sows into our lives can bear fruit many times over. 
Jesus is not just talking in theory and sharing facts. He is explaining what we 
should expect to experience if we genuinely seek after him, listen to what he 
says and apply it into our lives. “Let anyone with ears listen!”                  Martin 

Prayers for our community 
 

For the people of Beech Hill, Northlands Wood School 
For continued prayer: Bunty, John 
In memoriam: Lucy Neatherway, Douglas Martin 

 
 

REMEMBER THOSE UNABLE TO EXPRESS THEIR 
FAITH OPENLY 

‘May God comfort your hearts and establish them in every 
good work and word.’  

2 Thessalonians 2: 16-17 
 

Holy Spirit, please inspire and empower Christians who are not 
free to speak and live out the gospel openly to still find ways to 
grow in faith, and to lovingly share your truth with others.  Amen.  

PRAY FOR CHRISTIANS TO ALWAYS SPEAK THE 
TRUTH WITH GRACE 

‘Be a good worker, who correctly explains the word of truth. 
Avoid worthless, foolish talk....’  

2 Timothy 2: 15-16 
 
Father, may we not demand our rights but honour and serve you 
with compassion and grace by defending the voiceless and the 
vulnerable who are unjustly treated. Amen. 
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Church Opening 
 

At last, we can start going back into church! But 
this is possibly not in the way we had hoped for. 
We will have to observe social distancing and not 
give each other that longed for hug. There will be 
no coffee or chatting, and there will be 4 chairs 
between each ‘bubble’ – and no singing! But does it matter? It will be different 
but why are we going to church? We are going to worship our great God and we 
can still do that regardless of the situation.  
If church is not yet for you, we will continue to worship through our zoom 
service. God is still God where ever we are! 
 

Kids Breakout 
Sorry we couldn’t have our Kids Breakout last week – again! So, 
we are going to have it this Sunday, instead. See you then.  
Have you remembered the memory verse from last time? ‘Freely 
you have received, freely give.’ Matthew 10:8. A new memory 
verse this week. 
 

Enjoying the country-side. 
During lockdown, many of us have enjoyed 
walking in the country-side. On a recent walk, we 
spotted this unusual feature. Does anyone 
recognise it? 
On the same walk we were luck enough to see 
this magnificent Red Kite. 
 
Do you have pictures 
or thoughts from your 
rambles? Send them 
in to be shared. 
 
Birthdays: Happy birthday to Rosemary Lacey and 

                                Helen Brightey 

 
Sunday 12th July  
 

8.30 a.m. Communion  
(in church, with social distancing) 
 

10.00 a.m. 
Virtual Church with Kids 
Breakout 
 
Tuesday 
10.00 a.m. Virtual Coffee 
Morning 
 
Wednesday  
10.30 a.m. 
Virtual Morning Prayer 
 
Sunday 19th July  
 

8.30 a.m. Communion  
(in church, with social distancing) 
 

10 a.m. Virtual Church 
 
Zoom addresses, for all events, 
will be sent out as an email. 
 
 

 
 

CONTACT US 
www.ascensionchurch.co.uk   email: 
enquiries@ascensionchurch.co.uk 
Priest-in-Charge: Martin Jones 
revdmartin@ascensionchurch.co.uk  01444 
415229 
Church Wardens:     
Jill Costello 07736285995    
Jane Plumb 07986745387 

A PUZZLING PUZZLE  
 

Last week’s answer: 
For every child born in Wales since 
April 2014, the Welsh Government 
have donated a fruit tree to 
Ugandan families, to celebrate the 
birth or adoption of every child. 

 

A PUZZLING PUZZLE 

When is an orange green? 
 
Answer – next week. 


