
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Sunday 22nd March 2020 
Readings: Col. 3: 12-17, Luke 2: 33-35 
 

Jesus is Lord 
 

‘Unprecedented’, ‘extraordinary’, ‘unparalleled’, we are running out of 
adjectives because these truly are 
extraordinary times. I was really 
looking forward to being in church to 
celebrate Mothering Sunday and the 
joy of Evane, Katy and Lucy taking 
communion for the first time. How 
easy it was to assume that we would 
always be in church on Sunday 
morning.  

One of things that has stuck me as the Coronavirus crisis has unfolded is how 
complacent we are. I have just assumed that I could go to Sainsbury’s and 
find everything I want; I have assumed that I could book flights and go to 
Athens whenever I wanted, where we have twin grandchildren due at the 
end of May; I have assumed, without even considering it, that we would 
always be in church. Everything feels different now. But, actually, not 
everything is.  

As I said last Sunday, the biggest thing in front of us isn’t Coronavirus. The 
biggest thing in front of us is that Jesus is Lord. In these times of huge change, 
I am reminded that Hebrews 12.8 tells us, “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday 
and today and for ever.”  

As we seek to work out how we respond and meet the challenge, in the 
Archbishops’ words of, “becoming a radically different kind of church rooted 
in prayer and serving others,”  we can start from a place of confidently 
knowing, Jesus Christ is Lord, and whatever else happens, that will never 
change.                                                                                                  Martin 

Prayers for our community 
For the people of Acre Close, Franklands Village Hall 
For continued prayer: Mary, Lynn, Sahana, Bunty, 
Andrew, John 
RIP: Mark Brightey 
In memoriam: Queenie Capon, Ethel Riddles,  
John Shepherd. 

‘For God is the one who provides seed for the farmer and 
then bread to eat. In the same way, he will provide and 
increase your resources and then produce a great harvest 
of generosity in you.’ 2 CORINTHIANS 9:10  
 

SUN: WORLD WATER DAY: Water and Climate Change 
O God, please help those in the Environment Agency to make 
timely progress in distributing resources fairly across the country 
so that local authorities, contractors and others can construct 
and manage crucial flood and coastal erosion schemes that 
protect communities at risk of flooding. Amen. 
 

Lord, we remember farmers in the poorest parts of the world at 
risk from extreme climatic conditions, the exploitation of others, 
social unrest and poverty. Please cause their crops and flocks to 
be fruitful and enable them to sell what they produce at fair 
prices. Amen. 
Prayers taken from care.org.uk 
 

God of compassion, be close to those who are ill, afraid or in 
isolation. In their loneliness, be their consolation; in their anxiety, 
be their hope; in their darkness, be their light; through him who 
suffered alone on the cross, but reigns with you in glory, Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 
 



The Ascension is still here! 
Although, we can no longer hold services in the church, we are 
exploring new ways of being church. Modern technology will enable 
us to keep in touch on a virtual basis. For those of us with online access, 
we are exploring the use of something called Zoom. If it works, it will 
let us join together, online, to talk. It is a bit like Facetime or Skype and 
lets lots of people sit in front of their computers or smart phones 
where we can see each other and chat. 

So far, we are planning to use this virtual meeting to have 

• A Tuesday morning ‘Virtual Coffee Morning’ 
• A Thursday afternoon ‘Virtual Afternoon Tea’ 
• Ascension Virtual Church at 10am on Sundays. 
• Ascension daily prayer, hopefully to follow. 

The website will have details of how to access these online facilities: 
www.ascensionchurch.co.uk.  

For those without online access, we with be keeping in touch by 
phone. Hopefully we can phone at least once a week and post any 
literature through the door. 

(Based on John 13: 35) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Martin’s Licensing 
On Tuesday, Martin was 
licensed as ‘Incumbent’ of 
the Ascension Church when 
Archdeacon Luke perform-
ed a simple and very moving 
service of collation, even 
though it was held ‘behind 
closed doors.’ 

Although our church family 
could not be present, we 
can now welcome Martin as 
our ‘fully fledged!’ vicar. 

When the present crisis is 
over, I am sure we can have 
the usual Ascension 
celebration, to which 
everyone can come.         

       Pam 

 

"Thy Kingdom Come" have issued a 
'National Call to Prayer' 

On Sunday 22nd March at 7pm, 
                        Light a Candle of Hope. 

 
"At such a time as this, when so many are fearful and there is great 
uncertainty, we are reminded of our dependence on our loving 
Heavenly Father and the future that He holds. Therefore, at 7pm, this 
Sunday, light a candle in the windows of your homes as a visible 
symbol of the light of life, Jesus Christ, our source and hope in prayer." 

Please join in 

CONTACT US 
www.ascensionchurch.co.uk   email: 
enquiries@ascensionchurch.co.uk 
Vicar: Martin Jones 
revdmartin@ascensionchurch.co.uk  
01444 415229 
Church Wardens:     
Jill Costello 07736285995    
Jane Plumb 07986745387 


