
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 9th February 2020 
10.00 Holy Communion 
Readings: Ephesians 3: 1-13, Matthew 5: 13-20 

 
Salt of the Earth 

 

Today’s gospel reading calls us the salt of the earth and then tells us, salt 
which has lost its saltiness is “no longer good for anything”. That is a 
challenge. Especially as salt in the ancient world was more than a condiment 
to enhance flavour, it was a 
preservative and disinfectant, - it 
stopped things ‘going bad’.  
 
We don’t have to think for long 
about our world to recognise too 
much is ‘going bad’ too often. It is 
easy to condemn the failings in the 
world around us, but we are reminded today about the failings in our own 
saltiness that allow things to ‘go bad’. A dark world is only dark because it 
lacks the light which the gospel tells us we are meant to be.  

Put the gospel reading alongside our Ephesians reading about God’s eternal 
purposes and his wisdom being revealed through the church and the 
challenge seems even more daunting. Left to our own devices it would be 
daunting. However, God’s eternal purposes include access to him in 
“boldness and confidence through faith”, and thus access to all his provision, 
equipping and enabling us to be the light and salt we are meant to be.  

God’s eternal purposes, and the need in the world, call us to be the people 
God intends us to be, salt and light, in boldness and confidence through 
faith in Christ.                                                                    Martin 

 

Prayers for our community 
For the people of Ashenground Road, Charles Bennett Court 
For continued prayer: Simon, Mark, Mary, Lynn, Sahana, 
Bunty & her son 
RIP: Joan Curd, Pam White 
In memoriam: Ellen Thorley 

We know what real love is because Jesus gave up his life for 
us… Dear children, let’s not merely say that we love each 
other; let us show the truth by our actions. 

                                                             1 John 3: 16-18   
Feb: 11-17 National Marriage Week (marriage-week.org.uk) 
Jesus, your command is to love the Lord with all our heart, mind 
and strength, and to love others as ourselves. Please forgive us 
when we fail, and help us to see you more clearly, love you more 
dearly and follow you more nearly each day. Amen. 
 
Father, we remember the 100,000 children in local authority care, 
many of whom are waiting to be adopted or fostered. Please raise 
up more Christians willing to provide the security and acceptance 
that lies at the heart of true love. Amen 
 
We are so grateful for your gift of love. We celebrate relationships 
within families, among friends and towards neighbours. Wherever 
they may be. Above all, thank you for the love of Christ who laid 
down his life for us. Amen. 
 
Jesus, ‘Bridegroom of the Church’, please bless engaged and 
newly-wed couples, those raising families, and partners in later 
life. Strengthen their love and commitment, that they may be 
especially wise and selfless in testing times.  Amen. 
 

Prayers taken from care.org.uk 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A few of our young children are taking part in a course to 
prepare them to take communion during our services. This 
involves meeting together, with Martin and Cathie, on a 
Sunday afternoon, for 6 weeks. The children are very 
enthusiastic and will happily talk about their experience. 
Please pray for them at this important time in their faith 
journey. 

Our Lent Course is based on Les 
Misérables. Many of us will have seen 
this musical or film, but the course 
recommends that we refresh our 
memories by watching it again. We are 
proposing to show the film on Sunday 
23rd February at 4pm, if there is a need. 
Or you could borrow the DVD to see the 
film at home. Please could you sign the 

sheet if you would like to see the film in church. It is not a 
prerequisite for attending the Lent course. You can still 
attend the course even if you have never seen Les 
Misérables!  

The course dates are:  

Wednesday 4th March; Thursday 12th March; Wednesday 
18th March; Wednesday 25th March; Wednesday 1st April. 

CHURCH DIARY 

SUNDAY  
10.00 Holy Communion 

With Young Disciples 
 
 

MONDAY 
12.30 Ascension Lunch 

In the Ashenground Café. 
 
 

TUESDAY 
14.00 Tuesday Club 

Games and a cuppa in the 
Ashenground. 

 
 

20.00 Horizon 
Colouring Competition 

 
 

WEDNESDAY 
10.30 Holy Communion. 

 
 

1.30-3.00 Tiddlers 
A group for toddlers and 

their adults. 
 
 

THURSDAY 
10.15 Up & Amble 
Meet at the bridge. 

 
 

SUNDAY 16th Feb  
10.00 Family Communion 
Holy Communion for all to 

worship together. 
 

New treasurer and 
thanks to Sue and David. 

Following a diocesan 
examination of our accounting 
arrangements, which 
identified a conflict of 
interests between Sue's job as 
the Ashenground Centre 
Manager and her role as PCC 
treasurer, Sue has stood down 
as treasurer. Huge thanks are 
due to Sue and we are grateful 
to David Seabrook who has 
taken over at short notice. We 
look forward to offering future 
fuller thanks to Sue who is 
completing the 2019 church 
accounts. The examination 
report commended Sue's 
dedication and efficiency but 
also recognised the increasing 
legislation and regulation over 
the years Sue has been 
treasurer which led to the 
report's recommendation that 
Sue should stand down. 

 CONTACT US 
www.ascensionchurch.co.uk   email: 
enquiries@ascensionchurch.co.uk 
Priest-in-Charge: Martin Jones 
revdmartin@ascensionchurch.co.uk  
01444 415229 
Church Wardens:     
Jill Costello 07736285995    
Jane Plumb 07986745387 


