
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 5th January 2020 
 8.30 Said Communion,  
10.00 First Sunday Worship for Epiphany 
Readings: Ephesians 3:1-12, Matthew 2: 1-12  
 

Epiphany 
 

Think of Epiphany and it is probably the three kings, or magi, that come 
to mind. While they are remembered for their gifts and following the 
star we only remember them now because of who they found. The 
message of Epiphany, all the star-guided, camel riding, gift bearing, 
angelic dreams, Herod dodging 
account, is really about finding 
not seeking.  
  
Throughout history people 
seeking after God, or seeking 
after truth, have been faithful 
and diligent, maybe even in a 
lifelong search, without finding 
the true God. The world can lead us into all sorts of unfruitful 
searching, or, God can reveal himself and yet we don’t recognise God 
and we keep looking. The Magi didn’t just seek, they found, and they 
recognised who they had found: God revealed to them through the 
Christ child.  
  
We have Epiphany because the Magi recognised God in Jesus Christ 
and stopped searching and worshipped instead. That’s a good example 
for us at the start of 2020. 

Martin 

Prayers for our community 
For the people of St Francis Close, Gravelye Lane, 
Ashenground Community Centre 
For continued prayer: Simon, Mark, Gill, Jan, Mary, 
Lynn (Simon’s sister). 
RIP: Joan Curd, Pam White 
In memoriam: Violet Mattinson, Charles Croft, Bernard 
Turner, Stanley Catt 

‘Obey your earthly masters in everything you do… Work 
willingly at whatever you do, as though you were working 
for the Lord rather than for people.’ COLOSSIANS 3:22,23  
 

Lord, we pray for grace and humility in every circumstance of our 
lives. Whether we work for others, are self-employed, in between 
jobs, studying, at home as care-givers, living with illness or 
disability, or in retirement. Help us to do whatever You ask, 
remembering that You are Lord. Amen. 
 
Lord, please help Christians to be wise about sharing their faith at 
work, particularly those in the public sector. May their lives 
radiate Your love and truth, and if an employer asks someone to 
act in compromising ways, grant them courage to say no 
graciously. Amen. 
 
Lord, thank You for Christians and others who work in unpleasant, 
and hazardous jobs: sewage and waste management, demolition 
work, emergency services, Armed Forces, in combat zones and 
refugee camps. Please keep them safe in body, mind and spirit. 
Amen. 

 
Prayers taken from care.org.uk 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sad News 

It is with deep regret that we have to pass on the sad news 
of the deaths of Joan Curd and Pam White.  

Both these lovely ladies have been an important part of the 
Ascension for many years. They have both served God and 
our community unwaveringly. 

Joan spent many years involved in children’s work in the 
church before taking up the role of Lay Reader. We can all 
remember the research and detail that went into her 
sermons. Her love for God touched many through her 
teaching, Home Group leading and the way she led her life.  

Pam will be missed by many as she was part of the regular 
congregation up to her last weeks. Pam spent many years 
as sacristan, keeping the church ready for services, often 
working unnoticed in the background. She was a font of all 
knowledge when it came to church protocol! It was always 
lovely to hear about her ever expanding family. 

Our thoughts and prayers go out to Joan’s and Pam’s 
families. May they, in their grief, know the peace and love 
of Jesus. 

 

 

 

CHURCH DIARY 
 

SUNDAY 5th 
8.30 Said Communion 

10.00 First Sunday Service 
for Epiphany. 

A service, for all to worship 
together. 

 

TUESDAY  
14.00 Tuesday Club 

14.00 Home Group, studying 
the Transformed Life – See 

Cathie 
 

WEDNESDAY  
1.30-3.00 Tiddlers 

19.30 Home Group, 
Studying the Transformed 

Life – See Sally or Pam 
 

THURSDAY  
10.15 Up and Amble 
19.45 Home Group, 

Studying the Transformed 
Life – See Jill 

 

FRIDAY  
10.30 Joan Curd’s Funeral 

Service 
 

SATURDAY 
9 – 11.30 Community Coffee 

 

 SUNDAY 12th  
10.00 Holy Communion 

 A service of Holy Communion 
with Young Disciples 

 

Christmas Thanks 
There are so many people to 

thank for the successful 
Christmas services and all the 
activities around the season. 
Thanks to the children and 

adults involved with the Crib 
Services – so much time and 

effort went into them. 
Thanks for the generous 
donations made over the 

Christmas period - £338 was 
raised through the hamper 

raffle. Thanks to Marilyn, Mart 
and team for organising it. The 

Angel Tree appeal was the 
best yet. Thanks for all the 

donations for the FSW appeal 
for Christmas toys and gifts 

and for the donations for 
McMillian Nurses. 

During the weeks before 
Christmas, approx. 2775 

Christmas cards were 
delivered around the parish. 

That is about 75% of the total 
houses in the parish. A 

massive thanks to everyone 
who delivered these cards, 

often in pouring rain!  
A massive community effort

 

CONTACT US:  
www.ascensionchurch.co.uk   email: enquiries@ascensionchurch.co.uk 
Priest-in-Charge: Martin Jones  revdmartin@ascensionchurch.co.uk   
01444 415229 
Church Wardens:    Jill Costello 07736285995   Jane Plumb 07986745387 

Joan’s Funeral 
The funeral service will take place at the Ascension 
on Friday 10th January at 10.30. Everyone is very 
welcome to attend. 
 


