
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 15th December 2019 
10.00 Family Communion 
Reading: Matthew 11: 2-11 

 
John asks – ‘Are you the one?’ 

Today’s gospel reading tells us about an imprisoned John the Baptist 
struggling with doubts: “Are you the one … or are we to wait for another?”  

Thoughts of presents are not far from lots of minds.  As if you need 
reminding, Christmas is a week and a half away. Maybe you’re struggling to 
come up with ideas for presents, or, maybe wondering what you have got 
for Christmas? If you are wondering, it can give some insight to John the 
Baptist in our gospel.  

John was wondering, was Jesus the one? 
Would they still have to wait or, were 
they getting, now, what had been 
promised? Jesus told the disciples to 
describe what they had seen, “the blind 
receive their sight, the lame walk” and so 
on. I guess he would have had to think 
about what he had been told. He knew to expect the Messiah, but didn’t 
know what the Messiah would be like. He had a set of expectations, but this 
was different. Yes, the Messiah, but different and far more then he could 
have ever imagined.  

Just like us, as we expect Christmas presents, John too was expectant. Even 
so his expectation could never grasp the reality of Jesus Christ the Messiah. 
Jesus is far more then even he, or we, could imagine.                           Martin 

Prayers for our community 
For the people of Rookery Way, Sunnywood Drive 
For continued prayer: Simon, Mark, Gill, Jan, Mary, 
Sahana. 
In memoriam: Tony Brooks, Derek Clarke, Clem Berry, 
Gwennie Yardkey. 

Joseph of Arimathea came and took the body away… 
Nicodemus brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes. Taking 
Jesus’ body, they wrapped it, with spices, in strips of linen. 
This was in accordance with Jewish burial customs. 

John 19: 38-40 

God of all comfort, we bring to you those who are grieving the 
loss of a loved one. Please strengthen them by your presence and 
through family and friends as they experience the different stages 
of the bereavement process and face practical tasks and decisions.  
Amen. 
 
Compassionate God, we remember those whose work sometimes 
brings them face to face with death, often in very distressing 
circumstances. Please protect medical and emergency services 
staff, police officers, the armed forces and relief workers helping 
in disaster zones. Amen. 
 
Father, we give you thanks that we can take comfort from many 
traditions that help us come to terms with death. Thank you for 
those who are there to help us through: doctors and nurses, 
funeral directors, ministers, bereavement counsellors, neighbours, 
friends and family. Amen 
 

Prayers taken from care.org.uk 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Christmas Carol 
Last chance to be part of the study based on A Christmas Carol.  

Wednesday 18th, at 7.30pm. 
 

CHURCH DIARY 

SUNDAY 
10.00 Family 
Communion 

A service, for all to 
worship together. 

18.00 Community Carols 
 

TUESDAY 
14.00 Tuesday Club 

 
WEDNESDAY 

10.30 Said Communion 
A quiet reflective service. 

 

13.15 Tiddlers 
Party time! 

14.00 Adelaide House 
Carols 

19.30 Advent Study – in 
the church. 

 

THURSDAY 
20.00 Prison Prayers 

  
SUNDAY 

8.30 Said Communion 
10.00 All-age Service of 

the Word 
 

All Week 
Please deliver the 
Christmas Cards. 

Collect them from the 
lobby. 

Thanks! 
 

 

Don’t forget your 

TOYS, TINS & 
GIFTS! 

Please bring your gifts by 
15th December to support 

this worthy cause. 

Christmas Crackers! 

Which side of the turkey has 
most feathers? 

The outside. 
 

What has four wheels and 
flies? 

A bin lorry. 

CONTACT US 
www.ascensionchurch.co.uk   email: 
enquiries@ascensionchurch.co.uk 
Priest-in-Charge: Martin Jones 
revdmartin@ascensionchurch.co.uk  
01444 415229 
Church Wardens:     
Jill Costello 07736285995    
Jane Plumb 07986745387 

Community Carols 

Sunday 15th December @ 6pm. 

Followed by mulled wine & mince pies. 

Reminder: the hamper will be drawn on 15th Dec, 
after the Carol Service – sell/buy your tickets now! 

Christmas Carols at Adelaide House Nursing Home. 

We will be holding a Carol Service at Adelaide House on 
Wednesday 18th at 2pm. If you would like to come and boost 
the singing, you will be very welcome. See Cathie for details. 


