
Sunday 8th September 2019. 10.00 Holy Communion, with 
Young Disciples 
Readings: Philemon 1-21, Luke 14: 25-33 
 

The cost of discipleship 

Today’s gospel reading is a real challenge: “Whoever comes to me and 
does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, 

yes, and even life itself, cannot be 
my disciple.” Jesus is using 
uncompromising language and 
making a point: To truly be his 
disciple is an ‘all or nothing’, there is 
no compromise. Anything that gets 
in the way has to be got rid of. Being 
a true disciple of Jesus can cost 
everything. 

The cost is everything in principle 
and for some has even included 

losing their lives. - People are dying all the time for their faith (See 
https://www.opendoorsuk.org ) In the end though, let’s remember, 
whatever the cost, what we gain is worth far more. As St Paul said “I 
regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing 
Christ Jesus my Lord.” 

Martin 

Luke 10: 34, 35 
The Samaritan soothed his wounds… Then he put the man on 
his own donkey and took him to an inn. The next day he 
handed the innkeeper two silver coins, telling him, ‘Take care 
of this man. If his bill runs higher than this, I’ll pay you the 
next time I’m here.’ 

Father, prepare us to respond to those in trouble. Thank you for the state 
provision available in our country, although sadly many fall through the 
cracks. Please position churches, charities and others who care, to be there 
to offer practical support and loving kindness. Amen. 
 
Tuesday: WORLD SUICIDE PREVENTION DAY – God of hope, please come 
alongside anyone planning to end their life. Almost 6,000 people in the UK 
committed suicide in 2017. May today be a catalyst for organisations to 
cooperate in their mission to rescue those most at risk. Amen. 
 
Lord, we pray for those working in public services helping disadvantaged, 
vulnerable people. Please grant extra strength and encouragement to 
those with heavy caseloads and scant resources to do their demanding 
jobs. Amen. 
 
THANKSGIVING: Lord, it is good that attitudes towards mental health are 
changing. We pray that both children and adults will more readily find the 
right support. Please help those working with patients to discern 
underlying causes for their illnesses and give the best therapy and 
treatment to aid recovery. Amen  

 

These prayers were written by Care: care.org.uk 

Prayers for our community 
For the people of Highlands Road, Cobbetts Mead 
For continued prayer: Bunty, Simon, Mark, Gill, Jan, Mary, 
Sahana, Sarah Upchurch 
In memoriam: Geoffrey Holder-Jones, Pam Fisher 
Win Parsons, Gerald Green 
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Our Harvest Festival is on Sunday 15th September. We 
will be celebrating God’s ample provision for us with a 

Family Communion Service. 
We will be collecting food for FSW to distribute to those 

in need in our area. 
After the service we will be having a Harvest Lunch 

together, in the Ashenground Centre.  
(Please see the list at the back of church) 

Everyone is welcome to attend – why not invite a 
neighbour? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday 8th 
September 

10.00 Morning 
Worship 

Holy Communion with Young 
Disciples. 

Monday 9th 
September 

12.30 Ascension 
Lunch 

Enjoy soup and a jacket potato, 
with good company, in the 
Ashenground Centre. 

Tuesday 10th 
September 

14.00 Tuesday 
Club 

A chance to play board games, 
with tea and cake – in the 
Ashenground Centre. 

 20.00 Horizon Nibbles and a natter as the 
programme for the coming year is 
discussed: in the Ashenground 
Centre. 

Wednesday  
11thSeptember 

10.30 Said 
Communion 

A quiet, reflective service of Holy 
Communion. 

 13.30 – 15.00 
Tiddlers 

Parent/Carer and Toddler Group, 
meeting in the Ashenground 
Centre. 

 19.30-22.00  
PCC  

A meeting of the PCC, in church 
from 20.00, preceded by prayer at 
19.30.  

Thursday 
12thSeptember 

10.15 Up and 
Amble 

A gentle walk and a chat in the 
Ashenground Woods. Meet at the 
bridge. 

 19.30 
Contemplative 
Prayer 

A time for quiet, contemplative 
prayer: at Sally’s house.  
 

Saturday 14th 
September 

9.30 – 11.30 
Community 
Coffee 

Come and help serve coffee and 
talk to parents waiting for their 
children taking classes in the 
Ashenground Centre. Or just come 
for coffee. 

Sunday 15th 
September 

10.00 Morning 
Worship for 
Harvest 

Family Communion, to celebrate 
Harvest. 

Contemplative Prayer 
Thursday 12th September at 7:30pm  

at 31, Oathall Road, RH16 3EG. 
The verse of scripture to contemplate this month is ‘If you have 

faith as small as a mustard seed…. nothing is impossible for you.’ 
Matthew 17:20. There will be three short silences offering time to 
listen to God, to enjoy being in his presence and to think about this 

verse with our minds, our hearts and our wills. 
 

It’s a new term so please feel able to come along. Sally Martin will 
be happy to answer any questions. 

 


