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Sunday 14th July: 10.00 Holy Communion, with Young 
Disciples 

Reading: Mark 12: 41-44,  2 Corinthians 9: 6-15 
  
God examines our motives 

As we think about Gift Day 
today, imagine two people 
giving the same amount of 
money. The action is the 
same, but the motives could 
be very different. Something 
today’s Corinthian’s reading 
emphasises in verse 6 as it 
contrasts giving sparingly 
with giving bountifully and 
giving reluctantly or under 

compulsion, with giving cheerfully in verse 7. The amount given might 
be the same, but the motives can be very different and in God’s eyes the 
significance of the giving is not about the amount of giving but the 
motives for doing so. 
  
Our Gospel reading reminds us that Jesus knows our motives and He 
notices. Jesus considered the widow’s two small coins to be more 
valuable than all the other giving into the treasury. There was nothing 
sparing about her giving. To Jesus what matters isn’t just about what we 
give but why we give.  As The Message Bible translation puts it in 
Proverbs 21.2 We justify our actions by appearances; God examines our 
motives.            

Martin 

 
Sunday: Creator God, please make a way for more young people who live 
in dire poverty and have very limited opportunities to learn and develop 
their skills so that they can find fulfilling employment and contribute to the 
wellbeing of their communities. 
Monday: Lord, we remember children and dependent adults with learning 
disabilities May those who teach them find ways to unlock their students’ 
potential and encourage and inspire them to fulfil attainable dreams and 
ambitions. 
Tuesday: Lord God, we pray for young people who are not in education, 
employment or training. We ask for success for the many individuals and 
schemes offering hope and practical support to help change their lives. 
Wednesday: Lord, we lift to you the children and young people who will 
attend Christian camps, festivals and holiday clubs this summer. Please 
equip and inspire their leaders to bring the message of your transforming 
love to life. 
Thursday: Heavenly Father, we remember young people embarking on gap 
year adventures: travelling, volunteering, teaching English and engaging in 
many other activities that will enrich their lives and enable them to serve 
others. Lord keep them safe and grant them opportunities to grow in their 
understanding of the world and to discover your purposes for them. 
Friday: Lord, we give you thanks for the many opportunities local churches 
and Christian organisations provide for children in the UK and abroad to 
enjoy and compete in sport. We pray that through these activities they 
would learn and grow in your ways. 
Saturday: Lord God, we give thanks for the scores of child sponsorship 
charities working in developing countries. 

These prayers were taken from the CARE Prayer Diary: care.org.uk  
If you would like to write the weekly prayers, please speak to Jill or Pam. 

Prayers for our community 
For the people of: Colwell Road, Pembury Close 
For continued prayer: Bunty, Simon, Mark, Gill, Jan, Mary, 
Sahana 
In memoriam: Douglas Martin, Graham Thompson 
RIP: Peggy 



After hearing Martin’s sermons over the last few 
weeks, please pray about your response to God. 
Gift Day is a one off opportunity to give towards 
the mission of the church, above our usual 
tithing. If you would like to contribute in this 
way, you can pledge your contribution on the 

day, write a cheque, donate cash, make a bank transfer, or use the 
Ascension Just Giving facility:  

https://www.justgiving.com/ascensionchurchuk. 
July 14th is the start of giving. Donations after this date are just as 

acceptable! 
 

The Home Groups are having a BBQ on Wednesday 24th July at Pam’s 
house, from 6.30pm. If you don’t yet 
belong to a home group but are 
thinking about joining or just want to 
know more about them, come along. 
This is a very informal evening and 
you would be very welcome.  

Bring a salad or a pudding if you want to contribute. Please let Pam 
know if you are coming – for catering purposes. 
Pam’s house: 9, Cobbetts Mead, Haywards Heath, RH16 3TQ 
07525857687 

We need help with the Ascension stall. If you can spare an hour to help run 
the stall, please sign the list in church. We also need sweets for the children’s 
tombola.                                    Many thanks! 
 
www.ascensionchurch.co.uk   email: enquiries@ascensionchurch.co.uk 

Priest-in-Charge: Martin Jones revdmartin@ascensionchurch.co.uk  01444 415229 
Church Wardens:    Jill Costello 07736285995    Jane Plumb 07986745387 

Sunday  
14th July 

10.00 Morning 
Worship 

A service of Holy Communion, with 
Young Disciples. GIFT DAY 

Tuesday 
16th  July  

14.00 
Tuesday Club 

An afternoon of board games, with tea 
and cakes. 

 14.00 Home 
Group 

The Talking Jesus Course – speak to 
Cathie. 

Wednesday 
17th July 

10.30 Said 
Communion 

A quiet, reflective service of Holy 
Communion. 

 13.30 Tiddlers A mother and toddler group, in the 
Ashenground Centre.  

Thursday 
18th July 

20.00 Prison 
Prayers 

Join in praying for the prisoners of Lewes 
Prison and their families. 

Saturday 
20th July 

13.00 
Ashenground 
Open Day 

Come and help at the Ascension stall, as 
we advertise the church – sweet tombola 
for the children. 

Sunday 
 21st  July 

10.00 Morning 
Worship 

Family Communion: a service of Holy 
Communion, in the round, for everyone 
to worship together. 

 

Do you have anything that you 
w ould like to share w ith 

everyone: perha ps a special 
m om ent w ith G od ; a ca ring 

action that spoke volum es; a  
conversation that opened  your 

eyes. 

Let’s share our God moments! 


