
 
 

Sunday 19th May 2019 
10.00: Morning Worship: Family Communion 
Reading: John 13: 31-35 
 

Love one another 
“I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I 
have loved you, you should also love one another.” What a challenge, not 
only that Jesus loved so much that he died for us, he tells us, commands 
us actually, to do the same. 
The challenge here is in ‘As I 
have loved you’. The command 
to love your neighbour can be 
found in Leviticus, it was part of 
the Old Testament law and Jesus 
would have known it very well. That wasn’t new. What is new, in what 
Jesus commands, is about loving one another as he has loved us: 
unconditionally and even to including dying for us.  
I don’t know about you, I can speak for myself and say I can’t see how I 
can do that? I think the answer is I can’t, not unconditionally, not all the 
time, not everyone, whatever the cost. If Jesus had stopped speaking 
here I would be in trouble. Thank God then there is more: not in today’s 
reading but read on a few chapters through John’s Gospel and Jesus is 
still speaking. He talks about being the vine, “I am the vine and you are 
the branches …. Apart from me you can do nothing.” Abide in him and 
things start to change, the fruit of our lives changes and we can bear fruit 
including loving as he has loved us. His love can overflow through us and 
then, “Everyone will know that you are my disciples”.  
God is not only commanding us to love one another as he loves us, he is 
giving us the way to do it: abiding in Christ.                              Martin 
 

Proverbs 8: 32-35 
‘Now then, my children, listen to me; blessed are those who keep my 
ways. Listen to my instruction and be wise; do not disregard it. Blessed 
are those who listen to me, watching daily at my doors… For those who 
find me find life and receive favour from the Lord.’ 

 
May 12- 26 Pray for Schools fortnight. 
Lord, our Teacher, please help children, from nursery to sixth form, to gain 
the greatest possible benefit from their school lives – progressing in their 
learning, enjoying friendships, and developing gifts and interests. Amen. 
 
Father God, please grant wisdom to head teachers, members of staff, School 
Board Members and Governors grappling with problems facing young people 
in their care, like knife crime, self-harm, bullying, social media misuse, 
addiction and fractured relationships. Amen. 
 

Lord Jesus, we know that you have compassion for those who need special 
help. We pray for children and young people with learning disabilities, life-
limiting conditions, physical impairments and mental health issues. Please 
bless their teachers and others who help them. Amen. 
 

Thanksgiving: Lord, thank you for gifted teachers and others who dedicate 
themselves to inspiring, equipping and facilitating the children in their 
schools to learn life lessons, explore their creativity and develop their 
potential. Please encourage them. Amen. 
 

These prayers are taken from Care: www.care.org.uk 
 

Prayers for our community 
 
For the people of Ashenground Close, Hoblands 
For continued prayer: Bunty, Simon, Mark, Gill, Jan, Mary, 
Sahana, Sue Cripps and family, David Hitchings and family. 
In memoriam: Gerald Reekie, 
 



 

 

 
 

 

 

The 10 days of the Archbishop’s initiative to pray for God’s kingdom 
to come, starts on Ascension Day, Thursday 30th May. During this 
time, we will be having a time of prayer and fellowship. We are asking 
everyone to pray for 5 people to come to know Jesus. There are also 
times during the week to pray for the church and God’s mission. 
Everyone can be involved. Here’s the programme so far. 
Thurs 30 May 20.00:  Ascension Service followed by supper 
Sat 1st/Sun 2nd June: Big Church Day Out 
Sun 2nd June 10.00: Family Worship 
Tues 4th June 14.30:  Cream tea at Sheffield Park 
Wed 5th June 19.30:  Wine, Cheese and Prayer – a time of fellowship, 

followed by a time of prayer for God’s mission. 
Thurs 6th June 19.30:  Whole Church Prayer – to pray for the ministry 

and mission of the Ascension. 
Sun 9th June 10.00:  Pentecost Service at the Ascension 

19.00:  Combined Worship, for the Diocese, at The 
Dome, Brighton. 

A full programme will be issued next week. – Keep the dates! 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Saturday 25th May, 9.00 – 11.30. 
        Come and help, please! 
 
www.ascensionchurch.co.uk   email: enquiries@ascensionchurch.co.uk 

Priest-in-Charge: Martin Jones revdmartin@ascensionchurch.co.uk  01444 415229 
Church Wardens:    Jill Costello 07736285995    Jane Plumb 07986745387 

 

Sunday  
19th May 

10.00 Morning 
Worship 

Family Communion, for all the family to 
worship together. 

Tuesday  
21st May 

14.00 Tuesday 
Club 

A chance to play board games, with tea 
and cake, in the Ashenground Centre. 

 14.00 Home 
Group 

‘Talking Jesus course’: meeting at 
Pam’s house. Speak to Cathie. 

Wednesday  
22nd  May 

10.30 Said 
Communion 

A quiet, reflective service of Holy 
Communion. 

 13.30 Tiddlers A Mother and toddler group, meeting 
in the Ashenground Centre. 

 19.30 Home 
Group 

‘Talking Jesus’ Course. Meet at Sally’s 
house. Speak to Pam. 

Thursday  
23rd  May 

10.15 Up and 
Amble 

A gentle walk and chat in the 
Ashenground Woods. 

Saturday 25th 9.00 Community Coffee: come and help! 
Sunday  
26th  May 

8.30 Said 
Communion 

A quiet, reflective service of Holy 
Communion. 

 10.00 Morning 
Worship 

Service of the Word with Young 
Disciples. 

 


