
    

 

Sunday 5th May 2019 
8.30 Said Communion Readings: Acts 9: 1-6 & John 21: 1-19 

10.00 Family Service Reading: Acts 9: 1-6 
 

Having just produced two services in a short period for Good Friday and 
at the beginning April the Funky Faith team are having a Sunday off. 
 

Our 10.00 am Service is trying something a bit different. It is still a service 
which is prepared especially with the children in mind, but hopefully 
there is enough for the adults to stay and join in with as well. Think Café 
Church without food! - We can all participate in the service and there is 
still coffee and cake afterwards. 
 

This service will be considering our faith journeys and getting to know 
Jesus Christ as we journey on. We will be using the reading from Acts 
about Paul on the Damascus Road and his encounter with the risen 
Christ. 
 

Our 8.30 am Service has John’s gospel reading about the disciples going 
fishing and Jesus meeting them on the beach and cooking breakfast. 
Three times Peter had denied knowing Jesus after Jesus had been 
arrested: three times Jesus reinstates Peter; “Feed my lambs”, “Tend my 
sheep”, “Feed my sheep”. Peter, faced first with his shame about 
denying Jesus, then with Jesus’ death and resurrection has reverted to 
type and gone back to being a fisherman. Here on the beach, Jesus, re-
commissions him and Peter changes as he realises, he is forgiven and 
sees the truth of who Jesus is. Peter may have identified himself as a 
fisherman, Jesus saw him as an Apostle and said to him “Follow me!”. 
 

How encouraging, whatever we have done, however we see ourselves, 
God sees more. We are not what we do, we are not what we have done 
- whether right or wrong, God sees us as his children and says, “Follow 
me!”.                                                                              Martin 

Psalm 139: 5-14 
‘You place your hand of blessing on my head. Such knowledge is too 
wonderful for me, too great for me to understand!... You made all the 
delicate, inner parts of my body and knit me together in my Mother’s 
womb. Thank you for making me so wonderfully complex!’ 
 

Sunday: International Day of the Midwife 
God, or Creator, thank you for these special women who provide essential 
care and encouragement to mothers and their new borns. Please especially 
strengthen midwives in difficult situations and remote or dangerous places, 
as they work to bring new life into the world. Amen. 
 
God of mercy and grace, please help us to cherish and care for those who 
need special attention because of learning disabilities and other conditions. 
Help churches to welcome them and to provide an environment of respect, 
security and love. Amen. 
 

Jesus, our Strong Deliverer, please draw close to the tens of millions of 
children and adults who have been imprisoned, trafficked, abused and 
exploited so heartlessly. Comfort them in the midst of their suffering and 
send help to rescue them. Amen. 
 
Thanksgiving: God, we are so grateful for brave men and women who are 
dedicated to rescuing people in the event of natural disasters, accidents, 
attacks and suicide attempts. Please bless them to succeed in their mission 
and to cope with how their own lives are affected. Amen. 

These prayers are taken from Care: www.care.org.uk 
 

Prayers for our community 
For the people of Ash Grove, Burma Close, Wivelsfield Rd 
For continued prayer: Bunty, Simon, Mark, Gill, Jan, Mary, 
Brenda, Tony, Dominic, Sahana, Sue Cripps and family, 
David Hitchings and family. 
In memoriam: Frank Tucker, Julius Rudolph, Brian Green, 
Gavan Gledhill (Priest), Robert Curd. 
RIP: Hazel Berry (Sue’s Mum), John Hitchings 



 
 

 
 
 

 
www.ascensionchurch.co.uk   email: enquiries@ascensionchurch.co.uk 

Priest-in-Charge: Martin Jones revdmartin@ascensionchurch.co.uk  01444 415229 
Church Wardens:    Jill Costello 07736285995    Jane Plumb 07986745387 

 

BIG CHURCH DAY OUT 
 

 

The Big Church Day Out is on Saturday and Sunday, 25th, 26th May at 
Wiston House, West Sussex. 

It is a day of worship, fellowship, entertainment and fun. 
See all the details on the website: www.bigchurchdayout.com. 
If you would like to come, we have been invited to join the group 
booking with the Baptist and Ruwach Churches. By booking with a 
group the prices go down. The whole cost of the two days should be 
£62, but already the price is down to £37. If you would like to go, follow 
the link to book. 
https://bigchurchdayout.com/south/join-us/group-plus/1264/sussex 

 
Come and join the fun! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday  
5th May 

8.30 Said 
Communion 

A quiet, reflective service of Holy 
Communion. 

 10.00 Morning 
Worship 

A Family service for both young and 
old. 

Tuesday  
7th May 

14.00 Tuesday 
Club 

A chance to play board games, with tea 
and cake, in the Ashenground Centre. 

 14.00 Home 
Group 

‘Talking Jesus course’: meeting in the 
church. Speak to Cathie or Martin. 

Wednesday 
8th May 

10.30 Said 
Communion 

A quiet, reflective service of Holy 
Communion. 

 13.30 Tiddlers A Mother and toddler group, meeting 
in the Ashenground Centre. 

 19.30 PCC 
Meeting 

PCC meeting in the church, preceded 
by prayers. 

Thursday  
9th May 

10.15 Up and 
Amble 

A gentle walk and chat in the 
Ashenground Woods. 

 20.00 Home 
Group 

‘Talking Jesus’ course: speak to Jill or 
Martin. 

Saturday  
11th May 

9.30-16.00 
Ffald y Brenin 

Local Houses of Prayer Training Day. 

Sunday  
12th May 

10.00 Morning 
Worship 

Holy Communion with Young Disciples. 

Why should we intercede?  
• It’s a deep instinct! Through time and civilisation, through life and 

experience, the simple fact is – we ask for things!  
• We have a Biblical invitation. There is a consistent expectation of 

the Bible that we bring our needs and the needs of others to God. 
Our intercessions each week are such an important part of our worship, 
but we need more people willing to be intercessors. If you would like to 
be an intercessor, part of this important ministry, please speak to Martin. 

Contemplative Prayer Evening 
 Thursday 9th May at 7:30pm at 31 Oathall Road  

An evening of prayer listening to words spoken by Jesus and having times 
of silence. The words are ‘Behold I am alive for evermore.’ 

New people are welcome! 
To find out more, ring Sally Martin on 07849 240 495. 
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