
    

Sunday 26th May 2019 
8.30: Said Communion 
10.00: Morning Worship: Service of the Word 
Reading: Acts 16: 9-15, John 5: 1-9 
 

John 5: 1-9 “Take your mat and walk.” 
 

Jesus has immense compassion, but I wonder, is he sympathetic?  
 

Check in all the major Bible translations and the gospel accounts 
frequently record Jesus’ compassion. “He was moved with compassion 
for them”. The word ‘compassion’ is used many times in the gospel 
accounts, but there is no use of ‘sympathy’ or being ‘sympathetic’.  
 

Our gospel account today demonstrates Jesus’ compassion for the 
paralyzed man at the Pool of Bethesda. We are told Jesus knew the man 
had been there for a long time and yet he didn’t seem to have any 
sympathy for his circumstances. 
He just directly asked him “Do 
you want to be well?” When the 
man tried to explain how other 
people always beat him in the 
rush to get into the healing 
waters, Jesus’ reply was quite 
simple, “Stand up, take your mat 
and walk.” 
  

Jesus in his compassion didn’t just tell him to walk, he also provided the 
healing that enabled the man to walk. Sympathy for his circumstances 
was irrelevant. Jesus was greater than any circumstances then, and 
whatever we face he is greater than any circumstances now. In his 
compassion he enables us to walk, regardless of circumstances. 

Martin 

Philippians 2: 15, 16 
‘Go out into the world uncorrupted, a breath of fresh air in this squalid 
and polluted society. Provide people with a glimpse of good living and 
of the living God. Carry the light-giving Message into the night.’ 

 
May 30 – June 9: Thy Kingdom Come – Global wave of prayer – inspired by 
Archbishops Welby and Sentamu. 
 

Lord Jesus, you send us out as light and salt to live in your truth and love 
through your Spirit. Please help us in every part of our lives – work, home, 
leisure, and in our communities – to be your ambassadors, sharing the gospel 
and bringing blessings to all we meet. Amen. 
 

Holy Spirit, please raise up more Christians to worship you and to pray for 
our nation and the wider world. Teach us all to pray to the Father, guided by 
you and in the authority of Christ, for his Kingdom to come and for his will to 
be done. Amen. 
 

Ascension Day 
Almighty God, hear the prayers ascending worldwide as Christians pray ‘Thy 
Kingdom Come’ through evangelism, renewal and restoration. Please bless 
our nations, communities, families and on each individual life that many may 
believe in you. Amen. 
 
Heavenly Father, please protect Christians who serve in positions of 
leadership from temptations and attacks of the enemy that can so easily 
cause us to stumble. Help them to lead holy lives of devotion to Christ, 
gospel witness, prayer and love that brings you glory and honour. Amen. 

These prayers are taken from Care: www.care.org.uk 
 

Prayers for our community 
For the people of Redwood Drive, High Point 
For all young people taking exams in the next few weeks 
For continued prayer: Bunty, Simon, Mark, Gill, Jan, Mary, 
Sahana. 
In memoriam: Sheila Parris 
 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
• Select 5 people, who you can pray for, who do not yet 

know Jesus. Pray for them each day that they may 
come to have a full relationship with our Lord.  

• Come to the Ascension Day Service – 19.30 on 
Thursday 30th May. 

• Come to the evening of Wine, Cheese and Prayer on 
Wednesday 5th June at 19.30, in church. 

• Come to Whole Church Prayer on Thursday 6th June at 
19.30, in church. 

• Come to our Pentecost Service at the Ascension on 
Sunday 9th June at 10.00. 

• Come to the Combined Worship, for the Diocese, at 
The Dome, Brighton at 19.00. 

 
www.ascensionchurch.co.uk   email: enquiries@ascensionchurch.co.uk 

Priest-in-Charge: Martin Jones revdmartin@ascensionchurch.co.uk  01444 415229 
Church Wardens:    Jill Costello 07736285995    Jane Plumb 07986745387 

 

Sunday  
26th May 

8.30 Said 
Communion 

A quiet, reflective service of Holy 
Communion. 

 10.00 Morning 
Worship 

A Service of the Word, with Young 
Disciples. 

Tuesday  
28th May 

14.00 Tuesday 
Club 

A chance to play board games, with tea 
and cake, in the Ashenground Centre. 

 14.00 Home 
Group 

‘Talking Jesus course’. Speak to Cathie. 

Wednesday  
29th May 

10.30 Said 
Communion 

A quiet, reflective service of Holy 
Communion. 

 19.30 Home 
Group 

‘Talking Jesus’ Course. Meet at Pam’s 
house. Speak to Pam. 

Thursday  
30th May 

19.30 Ascension 
Day Service 

Holy Communion to celebrate 
Ascension – everyone welcome. 
Followed by a buffet.  

Thurs 30th    
May – Sunday 
9th June 

Thy Kingdom 
Come 

10 days of prayer and fellowship, as 
we pray for God’s Kingdom to Come. 

Sunday  
2nd June 

8.30 Said 
Communion 

A quiet, reflective service of Holy 
Communion. 

 10.00 Family 
Worship 

A Family service for both young and 
old. 

Many Voices, One 
Spirit 

at The Dome, Brighton 
Sunday 9th June at 19.00 

Come and join this year’s Thy 
Kingdom Come celebration: 

an evening of worship, 
teaching and prayer. 

Sign the list, if you would like 
to attend and we will arrange 

shared transport. 

Day of Prayer for the 
Police 

 

Thursday 30th May. 
Lindfield, All Saints, are holding 
a Breakfast Prayer meeting at 

8.15am, in The Tiger. 
Come and eat breakfast and 

hear the Chief Inspector speak 
about our police force.  

Speak to Martin, about booking 
for their catering purposes. 

 


