
 Welcome to 
Ascension Life 

 
Sunday 7th April 2019 
8.30: Said Communion 
10.00: Funky Faith 
Philippians 3: 4b-14 (B – 212, C – page 195) 
Reading: John 12: 1-8 (B – page 113, C – page 102) 
 
 

Mary anoints Jesus (John 12.1-8) 
 

Sadly, we can get to the point where we are not easily shocked. We get 
so used to things and they lose their impact. Bible accounts can be-
come over familiar and we can skate over them without even 
recognising what is happening, let alone being shocked by them  
 

Today’s gospel reading is an example. Mary’s expression of her love for 
Jesus is actually quite shocking, but we can read about it without so 
much as a flicker. Imagine if this was in 
church? £20,000 worth of perfume 
(300 days labour on a minimum wage) 
poured on grubby feet and dried with 
hair! Eye brows might be raised even 
now, back then it was truly shocking.  
 

Women kept hair their covered. Mary 
didn’t care. Nard was so valuable it was 
only used sparingly. Mary didn’t care. 
All that mattered to Mary was expressing her love and gratitude to 
Jesus. 
 

Imagine a church where all that mattered was expressing our love and 
gratitude to Jesus. Even today that would be truly shocking.     Martin 

Psalm 4:8 
In peace I will lie down and sleep, for you alone, Lord, make me dwell 
in safety. 

Nargis lives in one of Pakistan’s most polluted slums. She and her family live 
beside a river where sewage is discharged and where the whole community 
must dispose of their rubbish. Nargis longs to see her grandchildren grow up 
in a healthier, safer environment – it’s something she prays about often. This 
week will you join her? 
 

A prayer for the morning. ‘I pray to God in the morning that he will give us 
health and safety.’ 
Please pray for conditions in Pakistan’s slums to improve, for generations to 
come. 
 

In the afternoon. ‘To go to church is essential. Every Wednesday church is 
held by women. I say the prayer, listen to the words of God and remember 
what has been said.’ 
Please pray that the local church will continue to be light and salt in the 
slums. 
 

An evening prayer. Nagris and her family prepare for the worst – because, if 
it rains, they must be ready to flee. ‘When there is flooding we mark the 
water level, and one family member stays awake all night. He has to keep an 
eye on the water, fearing it may enter the house. We pray to God that it does 
not rain at night.’ 
Please ask God to protect families like Nargis’ when the monsoon rains come 
and keep them in your prayers this Easter. 

These prayers are taken from Tearfund: www.tearfund.org 

Prayers for our community 
For the people of Wood Rise, Northlands Wood P School 
For continued prayer: Bunty, Simon, Mark, Gill, Jan, Mary, 
Brenda, Tony, Dominic 
In memoriam: Rose Welch, Agnes Coward, Gladys White, 
Annie McCollum, Lester Cruttenden, James Thorley,  
Harry Birch, Lilian Honey 
RIP: Jean Farmer 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Being a member of the PCC is an important ministry within 
the church. At the APCM, on Sunday 28th April, elections will 
take place for the new PCC. Is there anyone on the church 
electoral roll, that you think would make a good PCC 
member? Why not propose them! (Speak to them first!) 

Election forms will be posted on the church doors. We need 
12 people for this council. If you would like to know more 
about being a member, please speak to Martin. 

Contemplative Prayer Evening 
Come and see whether this is for you! 

 Thursday 11th April at 7:30pm at 31 Oathall Road.  
An evening of prayer  

  listening to words spoken by Jesus and having times of silence. 
 This month the words are ‘Deny yourself, take up your cross and 

follow me.’ Matthew 16:24 
All are welcome!  

To find out more, ring Sally Martin on 07849 240 495. 

 
www.ascensionchurch.co.uk   email: enquiries@ascensionchurch.co.uk 

Priest-in-Charge: Martin Jones revdmartin@ascensionchurch.co.uk  01444 415229 
Church Wardens:    Jill Costello 07736285995    Jane Plumb 07986745387 

Sunday  
7th April 

8.30 Said 
Communion 

A quiet, reflective service of Holy 
Communion 

 10.00 Morning 
Worship  

Funky Faith – an activity-based service 
for all the family. 

Monday  
8th April 

12.30 Ascension 
Lunch 

 Enjoy a ploughman’s lunch with good 
company, in the Ashenground Centre. 

Tuesday  
9th April 

14.00 Tuesday 
Club 

A chance to play board games, with tea 
and cake, in the Ashenground Centre. 

 20.00 Horizon Easter Quiz.  All Welcome. 
Wednesday 
10th  April 

10.30 Said 
Communion 

A quiet, reflective service of Holy 
Communion. 

 19.30-21.30 
Lent Course 

Come and take part in the last session 
of the Lent Course. 

Thursday   
11th April 

10.15 Up and 
Amble 

Spring Clean . 

 19.30 Prayer An evening of contemplative prayer, 
listening to words spoken by Jesus. 

Saturday  
13th April 

10.00 – 17.00 
Day of Prayer 

Join the church in prayer. Come at any 
time during the day. 

Sunday  
14th April 

10.00 Morning 
Worship 

Palm Sunday service of Holy 
Communion, with Young Disciples. 

 

Come and join the Church 
in prayer. Everyone 

welcome, at any time.  
Stay for 5 mins or all day! 

 

 

 


