
    

 
Sunday 14th April 2019 
10.00: Palm Sunday Holy Communion 
Reading: Psalm 118: 1-2, 19-end 
       Luke 19: 28-40 
 
 

Jesus rides into Jerusalem 
As we begin Holy Week, we remember Jesus riding into Jerusalem; palms 
waving in the air, cloaks scattered on the ground. The crowds are exultant, 
cheering and excited, full of expectation. But, we know how their hopes 
turned to disappointment and five days later Jesus was nailed to a cross. 
Jesus hadn’t come to fulfil their hopes 
of a messiah who would overthrow 
Roman rule and restore Israel as a 
nation. Jesus had come to fulfil God’s 
plans for salvation for the whole of 
humankind. Something far 
greater than the hopes and 
expectations of being a nation again 
was unfolding. Sadly, in spite of 
everything God had said and done 
the crowds could not understand what was happening. Their hopes were too 
small and limited, Gods plan was far greater. They couldn’t understand, and 
often, neither can we.  
We can cheer Jesus into our lives hoping that he will grant our plans, but we 
know too well, things don’t always go to plan. The question is, what are we 
going to do about it? We too can reject God and his purposes for our lives, or, 
we can trust God, and know he has a better plan. A plan God realises as we 
dare to trust in Jesus and all he accomplished as he fulfilled God’s plan on the 
cross. 

Martin  

 
1 John 4:9,10 
God showed how much He loved us by sending His one and only Son 
into the world so that we might have eternal life through Him. This is 
real love – not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His 
Son to take away our sins. 
 

Saviour, we praise you for the dignity and value you give to human beings, 
each man, woman and child uniquely known and precious in your sight. 
Help us to defend the most vulnerable and to demonstrate your love to 
them. Amen 
 
Remember medical staff who care for premature and other new-born babies 
with serious health issues. Ask God to bless their special skills and dedication 
and give them compassionate hearts for these children and their families. 
 
Lord, our Comforter, please bless individuals with a life-limiting disability or 
illness who cannot enjoy many of the advantages taken for granted by able-
bodied people. Show them how precious they are to you and help them to 
obtain the support they deserve. Amen 
 
 

Thanksgiving: Good Friday 
Lord Jesus Christ, thank you from the depth of our hearts, for sacrificing 
your life at Calvary – atoning for our sin and bearing our griefs on the cross. 
May we live out your love by the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

These prayers are taken from Tearfund: www.tearfund.org 
 

If you would like to write a set of prayers, please speak to Jill or Pam. 

Prayers for our community 
For the people of Ryecroft, Rowan Close 
For continued prayer: Bunty, Simon, Mark, Sahana, Gill, 
Jan, Mary, Brenda, Tony, Dominic 
In memoriam: Peggy Coates, Gordon Rayfield 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Lent Course has just finished, with some very interesting and 
provoking discussions having taken place. We are now looking forward 
to a new course after Easter. Before we move on, we will bring together 
all we have learned on the Blessings Course. This will be at a meeting, in 
church, on Wednesday 24th April. If you have been part of the Blessings 
Course, do come and see how we can take these ideas forward.  
 

A couple of weeks ago, Tina showed us what can happen when we bless 
someone. She blessed her granddaughter, with wonderful results. We 
can all use blessings in our church and in our community. Let’s work out, 
together, what we can do.                                                   Keep the date! 

 

During the coming week, the last in Lent, we have a chance to reflect 
on Jesus’ final days.  

Palm Sunday marks the start of Holy Week. It reminds us of the journey 
Jesus made into Jerusalem, on a donkey, to celebrate the Jewish 
festival of Passover.  
 
On Tuesday we have the opportunity of walking with Jesus along the 
road to the cross. This is a simple, but very 
moving service as we are led around the icons 
depicting this journey.  
 
Maundy Thursday takes us to Jesus’ last supper 
and betrayal. We remember how Jesus washed 
his disciples’ feet, showing that we must all learn 
to serve each other. As we share communion, we 
can understand how this act of remembrance 
was initiated at the last supper. At the end of the 
service, after the altar has been stripped, we move to the Chapel of the 
Watch. Just as Jesus asked his disciples to keep watch in the Garden of 
Gethsemane, we can stay, think and pray about these events. 
 

 
The Good Friday Liturgy is a simple service, 
hearing the Passion Gospel and reflecting on 
our part in Jesus’ death.  
  

 
What will you be doing this Holy Week? Will you make time to 

remember the greatest sacrifice: Jesus died for us! 
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Palm Sunday  
14th April 

10.00 Morning 
Worship 

Palm Sunday Holy Communion, with 
Young Disciples 

Tuesday  
16th April 

14.00 Tuesday 
Club 
20.00 Stations 
of the Cross 

A chance to play board games, with 
tea and cake, in the Ashenground CC. 
A quiet, reflection on Jesus’ journey 
to the cross. 

Wednesday  
17th April 

10.30 Said 
Communion 

A quiet, reflective service of Holy 
Communion. 

Maundy Thursday   
18th April 

19.00 Prison 
Prayers 
20.00 Maundy  
Service 

NB early time  
 
A service of Holy Communion with 
foot watching,. 

Good Friday  
19th April 

10.00 
14.00 

Funky Faith 
Good Friday Liturgy 

Easter Sunday 
21st April 

5.30 Easter 
Vigil 
10.00 Easter 
Day Morning 
Worship 

Greet the dawn and our risen Lord.  
Followed by breakfast.  
Family Communion to celebrate our 
risen Lord 

I stand at the door and knock. I stand outside the barred church doors 
hammering with my fists, while around me the world dies. 
I don’t want to be let in, but pray for those inside to come out and join the 
fight.                                                                                 Gideon Heugh 


