
    

 
Sunday 28th April 2019 
8.30 Said Communion 
10.00: Service of the Word, with Young Disciples 
Reading: Acts 5: 27-32, John 20:19 – end 
 

“Unless I see the mark of the nails … I will not believe” 

Google the meaning of ‘blind faith’, and it says, “‘blind faith’ means different 
things to different people and sadly, many people use it as a negative, 
disparaging term to describe anyone who believes in God.”  

The Bible tells us something very different: faith 
isn’t blind, it’s unbelief which is blind. Faith sees 
a reality which our eyes can’t physically see. 
Hebrews Chapter 11 sums it up well when it 
talks about faith being “certain of what we 
cannot see”. Jesus himself made it clear, he 
came so the blind might see. While the gospel 
accounts repeatedly record Jesus restoring 
physical sight, Jesus meant something much 
deeper. He came not only to restore eye-sight to 
some, but to heal spiritual blindness and give faith-sight to us all.  

Thomas in today’s gospel was spiritually blind: “Unless I see the mark of the 
nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in 
his side, I will not believe.” Even after all he had seen Jesus do, after all he 
heard Jesus say, even including Jesus talking about dying and rising again, 
Thomas’ eyes of faith failed him. His unbelief made him blind and he 
couldn’t see the truth in the reports of Christ’s resurrection. That wasn’t 
about a lack of blind faith, that was unbelief making him blind, and there 
but for the grace of God go any of us.  

 
2 Corinthians 3: 17 
‘Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is 
freedom.’ 
 

Lord, thank you for the spiritual freedom you give, because Christ’s death 
and resurrection broke forever the power of sin and death. Enable us to 
experience this wonderful blessing in our lives more each day. Amen. 
 
We ask you, Lord, to grant the Government wise discernment and effective 
strategies to safeguard society from extremist propaganda and activity, 
whilst fully protecting our freedom to practise religious faith and express our 
opinions. Amen. 
 
Our compassionate Healer, please visit people who are locked into deep 
emotional and psychological pain. Grant wisdom to doctors, therapists, 
counsellors, friends and family who long for them to be set free to manage 
and enjoy life again. Amen. 
 
Thanksgiving: Father, thank you for those passionately committed to 
reaching out to rescue the estimated 40 million people who have been 
trafficked, enslaved and abused. Give them success in liberating these 
victims. Amen. 
 

These prayers are taken from Care: www.care.org.uk 
 

If you would like to write a set of prayers, please speak to Jill or Pam. 

Prayers for our community 
For the people of Bruce Close, Larch Way, Gallaghers 
Funeral Directors 
For continued prayer: Bunty, Simon, Mark, Sahana, Gill, 
Jan, Mary, Brenda, Tony, Dominic 
In memoriam: Michael Reekie, Marjorie Barnes, Elaine 
Washington, Irene Pickett, Frank Barnes 
RIP: Hazel Berry (Sue Cripp’s Mum ) 



Thank God then for his grace. Through Christ, through His Holy Spirit, 
through His Word, the eyes of our hearts can be opened. We are not left 
with blind faith but spiritual sight to see the truth of Christ. “Blessed are 
those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” Through Jesus we 
can know the truth and come to believe. How blessed we are.          Martin 
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Sunday  
28th April 

8.30 Said 
Communion 

A quiet, reflective service of Holy 
Communion. 

 10.00 Morning 
Worship 

Service of the Word with Young 
Disciples 

 11.30 APCM In the church, straight after coffee. 
Tuesday  
30th April 

14.00 Tuesday 
Club 

A chance to play board games, with tea 
and cake, in the Ashenground Centre. 

Wednesday 
1st May 

10.30 Said 
Communion 

A quiet, reflective service of Holy 
Communion. 

 10.30 Adelaide 
House 

A Communion Service for the residents 
of Adelaide House. 

 13.30 Tiddlers A Mother and toddler group, meeting 
in the Ashenground Centre. 

Thursday  
2nd May 

19.30 Whole 
Church Prayer 

Prayer for the ministry and mission of 
the church. 

Saturday  
4th May 

9.30 Community 
Coffee 

Come and serve coffee to our local 
community. Everyone welcome. 

Sunday  
5th May 

8.30 Said 
Communion 

A quiet, reflective service of Holy 
Communion. 

 10.00 Morning 
Worship 

A Family Service, with a difference. 

At the meeting last Wednesday, we discussed how the 
Blessings Course had given us all a new perspective on 
blessing people and places. Initially, we had all felt 
awkward about saying a blessing over other people, but 
with practise, many have discovered the joy of 
pronouncing a blessing. As Tina’s story, a few weeks ago 
testifies, the results can be amazing. God works through 
these blessings. 
We are now looking at how we can take this new skill 
forward. One idea is that we will walk the streets of our 
parish and bless the communities there. If you would like 
to be part of this initiative, listen out for more details or 
please speak to Martin. 

 

Community Coffee 
Come and help at our 

coffee mornings: 
9.30 – 11.30 

Saturday 27th April 
        4th May 

       25th May 
       15th June 
         6th July 
       13th July. 

Or just come for coffee 
and a chat. 

9.30-11.30 – in church. 
 

C o m e  a n d  t r y  a  n e w  s e r v ic e ,  w h e r e  a ll  t h e  f a m ily  c a n  

w o r s h ip  t o g e t h e r .  S o m e t h in g  f o r  o ld  a n d  y o u n g  a lik e ! 


