
Sunday 10th March 2019 

10.00: Morning Worship-Holy Communion 
Readings: Romans 10: 8b-13 (B- page 170, C – 156) 
Luke 4: 1-15 (B – page 65, C – page 58) 
 

The Place of Temptation  
The Christian life is often likened to a journey. It’s a good description. 
Journeying is not just about getting somewhere; I guess we can all relate 
to the false starts, delays, cul-de-sacs, wrong turns, detours, even 
backward steps, which are such a common part of being on a journey. 
Trials and temptations challenge every Christian’s progress. Jesus faced 
all kinds of temptations. Let’s note, it was the 
Holy Spirit that led Jesus to face temptation in 
the wilderness (Luke 4.1). It seems God not only 
allows temptation but there are times when He 
leads us into the place of temptation. That begs 
the question: ‘Why?’ Psalm 66.10 gives at least 
part of the answer: it is to do with God refining 
us to strengthen us. For you, O God, have tested 
us; you have tried us as silver is tried.  
Our journeys of faith could easily be blocked, stalled, take us on detours, 
or go backwards. Temptation is constant, there is never a time when 
unbelief and disobedience are not a possibility and it seems God allows 
it; even Jesus had to resist it. He never faltered and the same 
temptations with which the devil intended to defeat Jesus, instead, 
turned out to refine, strengthen and equip Him to complete all that was 
intended for Him 

 
Proverbs 8: 12-16 
‘I , Wisdom, live together with good judgement… Because of me, kings 
reign, and rulers make just decrees… and nobles make righteous 
judgements.’  
 

Thank you, Lord, for the liberty we enjoy because we live in a democratically 
governed country. Please help us to be vigilant to protect this heritage from 
any who seek to restrict our freedom to speak up for truth and to live out our 
faith. Amen 
 
Monday: COMMONWEALTH DAY 
Pray for wisdom and unity for the Rt Hon Patricia Scotland QC, Secretary-
General of the Commonwealth, and others in leadership of this organisation 
of 53 diverse countries spanning Africa, Asia, the Americas, Europe and the 
Pacific, headed by her Majesty the Queen. 
 
Prince of Peace, please show those with opposing yet passionately held 
political opinions how to reach a place of mutual respect and acceptance of 
others. Help us all contribute to bring a resolution to the difficult issues 
facing our nation. Amen 
 
Thanksgiving: for the one million new people who registered to vote last 
year and the increased turnout in recent elections. Pray that steps to reduce 
the number of MPs and ensure constituencies have equal populations, will 
advance democracy in the UK. 

These prayers are taken from the CARE Prayer Diary. (care.org.uk) 
If you would like to write a set of prayers, please speak to Jill or Pam. 

Prayers for our community 
For the people of Rumbolds Lane, Lewes Road 
For continued prayer: Bunty, Simon, Mark, Gill, Jan, Mary, 
Brenda, Tony, Dominic 
In memoriam: Fred Goddard, Gwyn Edwards, Doreen 
Mason, Ian Davis, Mary Hatfield, Wilfrid Turner, Colin 
Griffiths. 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Elizabeth Gooding 
 

 
 
  
 



It seems God allows trials, temptations and challenge. It is part of God’s 
purpose and while that feels hard it is not intended to stop our journey, 
it actually strengthens us to keep on and reach more of what God  
intends for each of us. 
James 1.2-4 sums it up! Whenever you face trials of any kind, consider it 
nothing but joy, because you know that the testing of your faith produces 
endurance; and let endurance have its full effect, so that you may be 
mature and complete, lacking in nothing. 

Martin 

  
 
 

Come on Thursday 14th March at 7:30pm  
at 31 Oathall Road 

for an evening of prayer in which we aim to receive 
God’s word into our minds, our hearts and our wills, 

by listening to words spoken by God or Jesus. 
This month the words are  

‘I will make the valley …. a door of hope.’ Hosea 2:15 
All welcome! 

To find out more, ring Sally Martin on 07849 240 495. 
 

The Church Electoral Roll has to be completely re-written, this year. Please 

ensure that you fill in the registration form, which Cathie will be distributing 

in church. 
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Sunday  
10th March 

10.00 Morning 
Worship 

A service of Holy Communion, with 
Young Disciples for our younger 
congregation. 

Monday  
11th March 

12.30 Ascension 
Lunch 

Enjoy a ploughman’s lunch with good 
company and conversation. 

Tuesday  
12th March 

14.00 Tuesday 
Club 

A chance to play board games, with tea 
and cake, in the Ashenground Centre. 

 20.00 Horizon An evening of ‘Music Hall Memories’, 
with great company. Everyone 
welcome: in the Ashenground Centre. 

Wednesday 
13th March 

10.30 Said 
Communion 

A quiet, reflective service of Holy 
Communion. 

 13.30 Tiddlers A mother and toddler group in the 
Ashenground Centre. 

 19.30-21.00 
Lent Course 

Come and take part in the Lent 
Course, held in the church. 

Thursday 
14th March 

10.15 Up and 
Amble 

A gentle walk in the Ashenground 
Woods, followed by coffee and biscuits 
in the Centre. Meet at the bridge. 

Saturday  
16th March 

9.45 
Community 
Coffee 

Come and join the community for a 
coffee morning or be part of the 
helping team. Set up in the church at 
9.30am. 

Sunday  
17th March 

10.00 Morning 
Worship 

Family Communion for everyone to 
worship together. 

Our Lent Course runs on 

Wednesdays from 19.30 to 

21.00, starting on 13th March, 

for 5 weeks. 

During this Diocese Year of 

Vocation, we are being 

encouraged to explore 

vocation through the lens of 

this Lent Course. 

Come and join us – everyone is 

welcome.  
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