
Sunday 3rd March 2019 

8.30: Said Communion, 10.00: Morning Worship 
Readings: 2 Corinthians 3: 12-4: 2 (B- page 192, C – 177) 
Luke 9: 28-43a (B – page 74, C – page 67) 
 

The Transfiguration of Jesus 
Jesus took Peter, James and John 
to the top of a mountain to show 
them who he really was – not just 
a great prophet, but God’s own 
Son. Moses, representing the law 
and Elijah, representing the 
prophets, appeared with Jesus. 
Then God’s voice singled out 
Jesus as the long-awaited 
Messiah who possessed divine 

authority. Jesus would fulfil both the Law and the Prophets. 
Peter, James and John experienced a wonderful moment on the 
mountain and they didn’t want to leave. Sometimes we too have such 
an inspiring experience that we want to stay where we are – away from 
the reality and problems of our daily lives. Knowing that struggles await 
us in the valley encourages us to linger on the mountaintop. Yet staying 
on top of a mountain prohibits our ministering to others. Instead of 
becoming spiritual giants, we would soon become dwarfed by our self-
centredness. We need times of retreat and renewal, but only so that we 
can return to minister to the world. Our faith must make sense off the 
mountain as well as on it. 
  
 

 
Lamentations 3: 22-25 
‘His compassions fail not. They are new every morning; great is your 
faithfulness. “The Lord is my portion,” says my soul, “Therefore I hope 
in him!” The Lord is good to those who wait for him, to the soul who 
seeks him.’ 
 

Poverty Action Sunday 
Generous God, please equip and encourage those in government and the 
charity sector who are determined to close the gap between rich and the 
very poor. Help people who are trapped in poverty and debt to find the help 
and long-term solutions they need. Amen. 
 
Ask God to grant each of us wisdom and discernment to know how to direct 
our financial giving: to help the poor; resource the Church; respond to those 
who unexpectedly ask for our help and to bless our families and friends. 
 
Wednesday – Lent begins. 
Lord Jesus, you spent forty days in the desert, to prepare for your earthly 
ministry of grace and truth, denying yourself and battling against the powers 
of darkness. Send your Spirit to fill us with your love and wisdom as we 
reflect on our continual need of forgiveness and renewal. Amen. 
 
Thanksgiving: that it is impossible to out-give God: he will compensate for 
whatever trials we face when we receive our inheritance in Heaven. Let us 
pray to be alert to opportunities to be generous to others through giving, 
praying, blessing and being totally forgiving. 
 

These prayers are taken from the CARE Prayer Diary. (care.org.uk) 
If you would like to write a set of prayers, please speak to Jill or Pam. 

Prayers for our community 
For the people of: Sandy Vale, Laburnum Way 
For continued prayer: Bunty, Simon, Mark, Gill, Jan, Mary, 
Brenda, Tony, Dominic 
In memoriam: Alice Miles, Jesse Cripps, Henry Curd. 
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Bonny Murphy 

Eileen Reekie, Maureen Barnes 



 

The Ascension Dinner – Saturday April 6th 
Join us at the annual Ascension 
Dinner. We will be served a 
delicious three-course meal: be 
entertained by ‘talented’ 
members of the church; have our 
brains stretched with Mart’s 
amazing quizzes (not compulsory) 
and enjoy the company of our 
church family. 

Cost: By donation – pay what you can afford. 

Sign the sheet at the back of church. 

The Lent Course 
During Lent we are holding the Diocese Lent Course, ‘Living 
Christ’. 
We have some great video contributions from a farmer, an 
artist, a mental-health campaigner, a carer and many others.   
The course consists of five sessions exploring: our life’s work; 
family; friendship and community; a good childhood; health 
and vulnerability; and how we draw close to Christ at the end 
of our lives.  
Along with Scripture, prayer and discussion, it is hoped that 
Living Christ will be an engaging resource during the Diocese 
Year of Vocation.  
The course starts on Wednesday 13th March at 19.30 until 
21.00. 
Everyone is welcome to attend, whether for one session or 
all sessions. 
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Sunday  
3rd March 

8.30 Said 
Communion 

A quiet, reflective service of Holy 
Communion. 

 10.00 Morning 
Worship 

Funky Faith – an activity-based service 
for all the family. 

Monday 4th 
March 

19.30 Home 
Group 

The Blessings Course: speak to Martin 
or Pam to find out more. 

Tuesday  
5th March 

14.00 Tuesday 
Club 

A chance to play board games, with tea 
and cake, in the Ashenground Centre. 

 20.00 Home 
Group 
 

The Blessings Course: speak to Jill or 
Martin to find out more. 

Ash 
Wednesday 
6th March 

10.30 Said 
Communion 

A quiet, reflective service of Holy 
Communion for Ash Wednesday. 

 13.30 Tiddlers A mother and toddler group in the 
Ashenground Centre. 

 20.00 Holy 
Communion 

A service of Holy Communion, with 
the imposition of ashes. 

Thursday 
7th March 

19.30 Whole 
Church Prayer 

Join in praying for the ministry of the 
church. 

Sunday  
10th March 

10.00 Morning 
Worship 

A service of Holy Communion, with 
Young Disciples for our younger 
congregation. 

Ash Wednesday 
Service 

6th March at 20.00 
A service of Holy 

Communion with the 
imposition of ashes. 

 
If you’ve never attended 

before, try it this year: it’s a 
moving service and a good way 

to mark the start of Lent. 
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