
Sunday 17th March 2019 

10.00: Morning Worship-Family Communion 
Reading: Luke 14: 27-33 (B – page 83, C – page 74) 
 

The Cost of Discipleship 
There is only so much we can carry: to pick up something else 
we have to let go of what we are already carrying. To be able to 
receive we have to be prepared to let go of what we are 
holding.  
Today’s gospel reading talks about a person working out the 
cost of building a tower and a 
king calculating the costs of 
going to war. Jesus is using 
parables to teach about the 
cost of being his disciple. And 
it is costly. - In the same way, 
those of you who do not give 
up everything you have, 
cannot be my disciples. The 
cost is everything and it can feel too much. We want to hang on 
to what we have. But, to receive we have to be prepared to let 
go of what we are holding. Being a disciple of Jesus is costly; it 
is worth it of course, because the more we are prepared to pay, 
to let go of, to put down, the more we are able to receive of 
what God wants to give us.  

Psalm 20: 6-7 
‘The Lord gives victory to his anointed. He answers him from his 
heavenly sanctuary with the victorious power of his right hand. Some 
trust in chariots and some in horses, but we trust in the name of the 
Lord our God.’ 
 

Heavenly Father, we praise you for your power that raised Christ Jesus from 
the dead to conquer sin, defeat the devil and destroy death. Fill us with this 
resurrection faith and hope, ever to live for you and see your kingdom come! 
Amen 
 
Lord, we pray that more governments, multinational corporations and others 
will accelerate programmes to provide clean, renewable energy to replace 
fuels that are currently polluting and diminishing important resources. Amen 
 
Thanksgiving: for initiatives in Africa – where over 600 million people don’t 
have access to electricity – to replace expensive and hazardous kerosene and 
paraffin with portable, efficient, clean and affordable solar lights. Pray that 
this will transform many communities.  
 
Friday: World Water Day – Leaving no one behind. 
Pray that today’s activities will raise greater awareness about refugees living 
in overcrowded, insanitary conditions and in urgent need of accessible clean 
water. Pray for organisations that are prioritising this problem to continue to 
make progress. 
 

These prayers are taken from the CARE Prayer Diary. (care.org.uk) 
If you would like to write a set of prayers, please speak to Jill or Pam. 

Prayers for our community 
For the people of Bolding Way, Pennington House 
For continued prayer: Bunty, Simon, Mark, Gill, Jan, Mary, 
Brenda, Tony, Dominic 
In memoriam: June Tulloch, Peter Black, Ray Tipple 
Thomas Wyatt, Marjorie Dalrymple, Diane Orazi 
RIP: Jean Farmer 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Elizabeth Gooding 
 

 
 
  
 



We can count the cost and choose to hang on to what we have. 
Or, we can recognise the priority of being one of Christ’s 
disciples. Are we going to hang on to what we have, or, be 
prepared to let go and move on with Christ as one of his 
disciples?       Martin 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Sunday 31st March – 10.00 

Come for breakfast and celebrate Mothering 
Sunday at this informal service for all the 

family. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
www.ascensionchurch.co.uk.        email: enquiries@ascensionchurch.co.uk 
Vicar: Martin Jones revdmartin@ascensionchurch.co.uk  01444 415229 
Church Wardens:  Jill Costello 07736285995  Jane Plumb 07986745387 

Sunday  
17th March 

10.00 Morning 
Worship 

Family communion for everyone to 
worship together. 

Tuesday  
19th March 

14.00 Tuesday 
Club 

A chance to play board games, with tea 
and cake, in the Ashenground Centre. 

Wednesday 
20th March 

10.30 Said 
Communion 

A quiet, reflective service of Holy 
Communion. 

 13.30 Tiddlers A mother and toddler group in the 
Ashenground Centre. 

 19.30-21.30 
Lent Course 

Come and take part in the Lent 
Course, held in the church. 

Thursday  
21st March 

10.00 St 
Wilfrid’s School 

A Communion Service for the year 6 
pupils from St Wilfrid’s School. 

 19.30 PCC PCC meeting preceded by prayers  

Saturday  
23rd March 

9.45 
Community 
Coffee 

Come and join the community for a 
coffee morning or be part of the 
helping team. Set up in the church at 
9.30am. 

Sunday  
24th March 

8.30 Said 
Communion 

A quiet, reflective service of Holy 
Communion 

 10.00 Morning 
Worship 

A Service of the Word, with Young 
Disciples for our children and young 
people. 

The year 6 pupils will be 
attending the Ascension 
on Thursday 21st March, 

for a Service of Holy 
Communion. 

Please pray for these 
children, that they may 
experience more of our 
Lord Jesus during this 

time. 
 

Sad News – Jean Farmer 
Jean died last week but will be fondly remembered by many in the 
congregation. She worshipped with the Ascension family, from the 
1960s, in the old wooden church, until she wasn’t able to attend 
through ill health. She was a faithful, lovely lady and will be missed. 

 

Mothering Sunday 
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