
Sunday 13th January 

10.00: Morning Worship with Young Disciples 
Readings: Acts 8: 14-17 (B – page 135, C – page 123)  
Luke 3: 15-22 (B – page 64, C – page 57) 
 

The Acts reading appointed for 

today gives us an account of Peter 

and John laying hands on people 

in Samaria who had been 

baptized in the name of the Lord 

Jesus Christ but hadn’t yet 

received the Holy Spirit.  

It seems being baptised in Christ and receiving the Holy Spirt 

were actually distinctly different things. Something born out in 

scripture and not least in that Jesus himself received the Holy 

Spirit as he was baptised. - Today’s Gospel gives us an account 

of Jesus’s baptism.  

Even though Jesus was such an amazing human being, the 

teachers in Jerusalem marvelled at his knowledge as a boy, he 

still needed the equipping of the Holy Spirit before he began his 

ministry. Jesus even said (John 5.30) “By myself I can do 

nothing”. How much more then, do you and I need to receive 

the Holy Spirit? 

 
Philippians 2: 3-4 
Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as 
better than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to 
the interests of others. 

 
Lord, You enable us to discover and innovate amazing technologies and 
treatments that enhance our lives. May those working in mathematics, 
sciences, medicine, engineering, genetics and nanotechnology acknowledge 
Your power and wisdom. 
 
Ask God to expose any practical or ethical dangers of innovations that could 
potentially alter what it means to be human, or irrevocably damage the 
natural environment. Pray that unwise projects born out of selfish ambition 
and conceit will fail. 
 
Remember Christian health professionals, scientists and ethicists at the 
forefront of developing Artificial Intelligence and robotics. Pray for the 
Church to bring wise perspectives to the incredible changes this will bring to 
every aspect of human life. 
 
Thanksgiving for the dedication and skill of those who are researching 
possible cures for debilitating illnesses. Ask God to reveal His solutions and 
enable the development of ethically sound therapies and treatments that can 
transform patients’ lives. 
 

These prayers are taken from the CARE Prayer Diary. (care.org.uk) 

Prayers for our community 
For the people of: St Edmunds Road, Reed Pond Walk 
For continued prayer: Bunty, Simon, Mark, Sahana, Gill, 
Peggy, Brenda, Tony, Dominic, Revd Michael Maine. 
In memoriam: Barbara Warner, Roy Still, Brenda Wood, 
Ellen Pays, William Thorley, Samuel Dalrymple, Joan 
Baldwin, Charles Smith, Stanley Pays 

 
 

  
 
  
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Bonny Murphy 

Eileen Reekie, Maureen Barnes 

Dora John, Terry Sidwell 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Dorothy Channing 

 

 

Maud Cook 

 
 

 

 
 

 



However, unfortunately, receiving the Holy Spirit, has, 

deservedly in my view, had a very bad press in some quarters. 

Even though I could be labelled as ‘charismatic’ I am exasperated 

by some of the nonsense that has come out of the charismatic 

church. (Did you hear about God making gold teeth …..?)   

Today we can have a fresh look at what the Bible says about 

receiving the Holy Spirit. My prayer is for our minds to be open, 

able to discern what is truly of God through his Holy Spirit. 

Martin 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This is an occasion that brings together 
the churches in Haywards Heath, and 
indeed across the nation and the world to 
worship and pray together. 
The theme for the service this year is 
Everything is Ready and the country is 
Slovenia. 

Women from several churches in Haywards Heath are joining 
together to prepare this service, (but the event is for men and 
women!)  
It will be in the new Baptist Church on Sussex Road. 
A light soup lunch will be served from 12:15pm and the service will 
begin at 1:30pm. 
Please put the date in your diaries. It’s Friday 1st March 2019. 
 
If you’d like further information please ask Sally Martin 
 
www.ascensionchurch.co.uk.        email: enquiries@ascensionchurch.co.uk 
Vicar: Martin Jones revdmartin@ascensionchurch.co.uk  01444 415229 
Church Wardens:  Jill Costello 07736285995  Jane Plumb 07986745387 

Sunday  
13th  January 

10.00 Morning 
Worship 

Holy Communion, with Young Disciples 
for our younger congregation.  

Monday 14th 
January 
 

12.30 
Ascension Lunch 

Enjoy a ploughman’s lunch with good 
company, in the Ashenground Centre. 

 19.30 
Contemplative 
Prayer 

Experience a different approach to 
prayer through contemplation: speak 
to Sally or Martin. 

Tuesday  
15th January 

14.00 Tuesday 
Club 

A chance to play board games, with tea 
and cake, in the Ashenground Centre. 

 14.00 Home 
Group 

The Blessings Course: speak to Cathie 
or Martin to find out more. 

Wednesday 
16th January 

10.30 Said Holy 
Communion 

A quiet, reflective service of Holy 
Communion. 

 13.30 Tiddlers A mother and toddler group meeting in 
the Ashenground Centre. 

 19.30 Home 
Group 

The Blessings Course: speak to Pam or 
Martin to find out more. 

Thursday 
17th January 

20.00 
Prison Prayer 

Pray for the prisoners of Lewes Prison 
and their families. 

 20.00 Home 
Group 

The Blessings Course: speak to Jill or 
Martin to find out more. 

Sunday  
20th January 
 

10.00 Morning 
Worship 

Family Communion, in the round, for 
the whole family to worship together. 

 

Community Coffee 
Morning: Saturday 19th 

January. 
9.30-11.00: in church. 
Everyone welcome to 

the first coffee morning 
of the year. 

If you can help: set up, 
serve, clear away; please 

come! 
See Cathie Pomfrey. 
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