
Sunday 3rd February 2019 

8.30: Said Communion 

10.00: Funky Faith 
Readings: Hebrews 2: 14-18 (B – page 234, C – p 216)  
Luke 2: 22-40 (B – page 63, C – page 56) 
 

 Waiting can be more in hope than expectation. We might hope 

something turns up but we don’t really expect it to: we just hang on in 

hope. Sometimes, even when we are expectant, we are more Eeyore 

than Tigger! Just in case you are not familiar with Winne-the-Pooh 

characters: Eeyore was the pessimistic, gloomy, even depressed 

donkey, who didn’t get excited about anything much and was prone to 

see the cloud around every silver 

lining. Tigger, by contrast, was the 

exuberant Tiger: optimistic, positive 

and always ready for whatever was 

next. If Eeyore could manage any 

hope at all he didn’t really have 

expectation it would be realised. 

Tiger, however, was perpetually 

hopeful and lived with constant 

expectation that all he hoped for 

was about to happen. 

Simeon, in today’s Gospel reading, 

lived not just in hope of seeing the 

Lord’s Messiah, but he had a confident expectation that it would 

happen. “It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would 

not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah”  

 

 
Proverbs 2: 6-8 

“The Lord grants wisdom! From his mouth come knowledge and 
understanding. He grants a treasure of common sense to the honest. 
He is a shield to those who walk with integrity. He guards the paths of 
the just and protects those who are faithful to him.” 
 

God of all wisdom, as we access the internet for everyday use, please help us 
to protect ourselves from those who seek to carry out malicious criminal 
schemes that can have damaging effects on our lives. 
 
Tuesday: Safer Internet Day. 
Heavenly Father, thank you for the extraordinary benefits the internet offers. 
We pray that today will highlight the need to protect vulnerable children and 
adults from online dangers and that the many organisations involved will 
continue to co-operate to achieve this. 
 
Pray for the many children and teenagers, who view pornography and send 
and receive sexually explicit images and messages on their phones and other 
internet devices, to realise the risks and ask for help when they are in 
trouble. 
 
Thanksgiving: that in the six months before its launch 38,000 players signed 
up to Gamstop, the UK-wide self-exclusive scheme that allows users to block 
access to all licensed gambling sites. Pray that problem gamblers will seek 
help from charities and other agencies. 

These prayers are taken from the CARE Prayer Diary. (care.org.uk) 
If you would like to write a set of prayers, please speak to Jill or Pam. 

Prayers for our community 
For the people of: Sandrocks, Woodridge Close 

For continued prayer: Bunty, Simon, Mark, Sahana, Peggy, 
Jan, Brenda, Tony, Dominic 
 

In memoriam: Michael Parris, William Pennington, Betty 
Pennington, Ronald Horscroft 
 
 

 

 
 

 

Elizabeth Gooding 
 

 
 

  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Bonny Murphy 

Eileen Reekie, Maureen Barnes 

Dora John, Terry Sidwell 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Dorothy Channing 

 

 

Maud Cook 



Faith in Christ is about a confident expectation, a life lived like Simeon, 

with “confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do 

not see.” (Hebrews 11.1) It doesn’t necessarily require that we have to 

always bounce around with Tiggerish exuberance. Although, why not? 

We have plenty to be exuberant about! It is, though, about living not just 

with hope, but, like Simeon, living a life of expectant hope: more Tigger, 

less Eeyore; confident, expectant and trusting that hope in Christ is a 

sure and certain hope.  

How's your hope in Christ?  A bit Eeyore or expectant Tigger? 
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Sunday  
3rd February 

8.30 Said 
Communion 

A quiet, reflective service of Holy 
Communion.  

 10.00 Morning 
Worship 

Funky Faith – an activity- based service 
for all the family to worship together. 

Tuesday  
5th February 

14.00 Tuesday 
Club 

A chance to play board games, with tea 
and cake, in the Ashenground Centre. 

 14.30 Home 
Group 

The Blessings Course, in the church: 
speak to Cathie or Martin to find out 
more. 

 20.00 PCC PCC meeting preceded by prayers 
19.30 

Wednesday 
6th February 

10.30 Said Holy 
Communion 

A quiet, reflective service of Holy 
Communion. 

 13.30 Tiddlers A mother and toddler group meeting in 
the Ashenground Centre. 

 19.30 Home 
Group 

The Blessings Course: speak to Pam or 
Martin to find out more. 

Thursday 
7th February 

19.30 Whole 
Church Prayer 

Join together in praying for the 
ministry and mission of the church – all 
welcome. 

Saturday 9th 
February 

9.30 – 11.00 
Community 
Coffee 

A coffee morning in the church: come 
and help and enjoy meeting our local 
community. 

Sunday 10th 
February 

10.00 Morning 
Worship 

A service of Holy Communion, with 
Young Disciples. 

 

Community Coffee 
Saturday 9th February 

9.30 – 11.00 
Come and help serve coffee in 

the church, and chat to the 
parents of children taking 

classes in the Ashenground 
Centre. 

Help is needed  

• to set up from 9.30am 

• to make and serve coffee 

• to talk to people  

• to clear up at 11.00am. 

Can you help? 
 

On Sunday 17th February, 
Dominic and Leighton are 

to be baptised. As the 
family prepare for this 

exciting day, please 
continue to pray for 

them: 
Mum – Stacey: children – 

Dominic and Leighton 

 

 

World Day of Prayer: a reminder and a correction! 

The service, at the Baptist Church, starts at 1.30pm, on Friday 1st March, 
and will be followed by tea and cakes. 

Come – everything is ready and everyone is  
WELCOME! 
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