
Sunday 9th December – 2nd Sunday in Advent 

10.00 Morning Worship – Holy Communion 
Readings: Luke 3: 1-6 (B: page 64; C: page 57) 
        Philippians 1: 3-11 (B 210; C 193) 

 

 
John the Baptist prepares the way for Jesus 

Pilate, Herod and Caiaphas were 
the most powerful leaders in 
Palestine, but they were upstaged 
by a desert prophet from 
rural Judea. God chose to speak 
through the loner John the Baptist, 
who has gone down in history 
as greater than any of the rulers of 
his day.  
How often we judge people by 
our culture’s standards – 
power, wealth, beauty – and miss the truly great people 
through whom God works! Greatness is not measured by 
what you have, but by your faith in God. Like John, give 
yourself entirely to God so God’s power can work through 
you. 
 

During Advent, we look to the new life that is ‘the light of all mankind’ 
(John 1:4). 

The world does its best to make us live in the garish lights of shopping, 
TV and social media. It wants to drag us away from the deep, rich 
things of life: faith, family, nature, relationships, joy, grief, wonder. 

This is why Advent is more important than ever. It’s a chance to look 
up from our busy lives and notice the holiness all around. To look to 
the arrival of the divine. To see that miracles are everywhere. 

Father God, 
As we enter the season of Advent, we ask that you open our eyes to 
the extraordinary, miraculous nature of life. We pray that this will be a 
time of reflection, of deep love, and of hope. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

If you would like to have daily reflections for Advent, try www.tearfund.org 
or ‘Pray as you go’, an app for your phone. 

These thoughts and prayers are taken from Tearfund. 
(prayingatTearfund.org) 

If you would like to write the prayers for the week, please speak to Jill or 
Pam. 

Prayers for our community 
For the people of: Rocky Lane, Sunnywood Court 
For continued prayer: Bunty, the Elliott family, Mark, 
Sahana, Peggy, Gill, Maureen, Brenda, Tony, Dominic.  
Revd Michael Maine 
In memoriam: Freda Wyatt, Tony Brooks, Eric Coward. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.tearfund.org/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

(Jill will hate this, as she has to edit it!) 
 

Another thank you to all who delivered the Christmas cards – 
it’s never been done so quickly. 
If you have not received an Ascension Christmas Card through 
the door, please take one from the back of church. 
 
 www.ascensionchurch.co.uk.        email: enquiries@ascensionchurch.co.uk 
Vicar: revdmartin@ascensionchurch.co.uk, 01444 415229 
Church Wardens:  Jill Costello 07736285995, Jane Plumb 07986745387 
 

Sunday  
9th Dec 

10.00 Morning 
Worship 

Join Martin for his first service of Holy 
Communion. Young Disciples. 

 18.00 
Community 
Carols 

Carols and readings for all the family to 
enjoy together.  

Monday 10th 
Dec 

12.30 
Ascension 
Christmas Lunch 

Come and join in the fun of a Christmas 
lunch together – served in the 
Ashenground Centre. 

Tuesday 11th 
December 

14.00 Tuesday 
Club 

A chance to play board games, with tea 
and cake, in the Ashenground Centre. 

 20.00 Horizon 
Carol Service 

Join in the carols and enjoy time 
together. 

Wednesday 
12thDecember 

10.30 Said 
Communion 

A quiet, reflective service of Holy 
Communion. 

 13.30 Tiddlers A mother and toddler group meeting in 
the Ashenground Centre. 

Thursday 13th 
December 
 

10.15 Up and 
Amble 

Enjoy a leisurely stroll through 
Ashenground Woods, followed by 
coffee and biscuits. Meet at the bridge. 

Sunday 16th 
December 

10.00 Morning 
Worship 

Family Communion, for all the family to 
enjoy together. 
 

 

Community Carols 
9th December, 6pm  

Join in the retelling of the 
wonderful story of Jesus’ 

birth. 
Mulled wine & mince pies. 
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