
Prayers for our community 
For the people of: Rookery Farm, St John’s Road. 
For continued prayer: Bunty, Simon, Mark, Sahana, Peggy, 
Gill, Brenda, Tony, Dominic. 
In memoriam: Herbert Slade, Sylvia Carter, Peter Lumb 
Kate Perrot, David Pritchard, Kathleen Glindon, Lily Drury 
Clara Miles, Fred Minns, Edith Bungard, Br Tristam SSF, 
Win Heald, Jean Legg 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 23rd December – 4th Sunday in Advent 
8.30 Said Communion 
10.00: Morning Worship – All-age Service of the Word 
Readings: Luke 1: 39-45 (B: page 61; C: page 54) 
        Hebrews 10:5-10 (B 239; C 221) 
 

Previously, when writing for Christmas, for pew leaflets and magazines and 

church websites, the temptation has been to try to find something new and 

imaginative to say. I have learnt since the best thing to say is the simple, 

wonderful, truth.  

God himself, the one true living God, chose to become 

human for us. God chose to be born as a helpless , baby, 

as part of His plan, so that we can be one with Him. He 

chose to live, and to die, and now we can be with Him 

forever.  

I doubt we can ever fully appreciate the enormity of what God has done for 

us, but let’s at least remember; as we celebrate, God being born as a baby for 

our sake is the real reason for the celebration.  

The truth is more wonderful than anything that could be written. God became 

human for us, born in a stable, becoming weak and dependent, to be with us 

so that God’s plan for our salvation can be fulfilled. 

As we recognise something of what our amazing God has done for us we can 

truly enjoy his joy and peace this Christmas and into the 2019.    

Martin 

 
‘He generously poured out the Spirit upon us through Jesus Christ our 
Saviour. Because of His grace He made us right in His sight and gave us 

confidence that we will inherit eternal life.’ 
 
 
Father, during this Christmas week please help us to share with those we 
know the amazing grace and truth of the gospel. May the Holy Spirit convince 
people of their need to make peace with You through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
 
Christmas Day 
Lord Jesus Christ, we join with the angels and all the company of heaven to 
celebrate the wonderful truth of Your coming to earth as a vulnerable baby 
to rescue us from sin! May the message of amazing grace ring out today 
throughout our needy world. 
 
Heavenly Father, we thank You that we have free access to the Bible, and we 
give thanks for those who expound it through preaching, writing and via 
other media. Help us Lord, to give Your Word prime place and let it work in 
our lives to conform us to Christ’s likeness. 
 
 

These prayers are taken from the CARE Prayer Diary. (care.org.uk) 



Looking forward to 2019 

Christmas is here and 2019 is nearly with us. Another year flown by. Looking 

into 2019, I am planning to introduce a course about Blessings for the Home 

Groups as well as inviting people to an open day at Glyndley Manor on the 

26th January. 

The Blessings Course runs over 7 sessions, so if we start in the week beginning 

Monday 7th January, we will be finished with a week to spare before the 

beginning of Lent.         

There are brochures to say more about Ellel Ministries and Glyndley Manor at 

the back of church. If you want to know more, speak to myself, Pam, Jill or 

Jane.  

Martin 

www.ascensionchurch.co.uk.        email: enquiries@ascensionchurch.co.uk 
Vicar: Martin 01444 415229: revdmartin@ascensionchurch.co.uk 
Church Wardens:  Jill Costello 07736285995  Jane Plumb 07986745387 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christmas at the Ascension 
 

Mon 24th Dec, 3 & 5pm:  
Crib Service 

 

Mon 24th Dec, 11.30pm: 
Christmas Eve Holy Communion 

 

Christmas Day 10am: 
All-age Communion 

 

Sun 6th Jan, 10am: 
Funky Faith – Epiphany 

 

 

Sunday 23rd 
December 

8.30 Said 
Communion 

A quiet, reflective service of Holy 
Communion 

 10.00 Morning 
Worship 

An All-age Service of the Word for all the 
family to enjoy together. 

Monday 24th 
December  

3pm and 5pm 
Crib Services 

Our young people perform a special 
Nativity. 

 11.30pm 
Midnight 
Communion 

A candlelight service to herald in 
Christmas and celebrate the birth of our 
Saviour. 

Tuesday 25th 
December  

10am All Age 
Communion 

A family service to celebrate Christmas. 

Sunday 30th 
December  

10am Morning 
Worship 

A service of Said Holy Communion for all. 

Wednesday 
2nd January 

10.30 Said Holy 
Communion 

A mid-week service of Holy Communion. 

Sunday 6th 
January 

8.30 Said 
Communion 

A quiet, reflective service of Holy 
Communion 

 10.00 Morning 
Worship  

Funky Faith: An Epiphany activity-based 
service for all the family. 

 


